
Women’s rugby set for resurgence  
Zimbabwe Women’s Rugby is poised for exponential growth with 
deliberate and conscious efforts being made by the Union to have 
more women in decision making positions within the Union and its 
affiliates.  

The Zimbabwe Rugby Union has taken the period of inactivity due to the 
moratorium imposed on all sports as a result of the COVID-19 lockdown to 
revamp its structures and come up with a raft of  policies to grow the game 
of rugby and spread it to the previously marginalised areas and 
stakeholders.            NEXT ISSUE OF IN-TOUCH 
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Some of the raft of measures taken and approved are 
that there is an urgent need to reduce the gap between 
the men’s and women’s game by bridging the difference 
that exists between the two. To bridge the gap the Union 
will with immediate introduce compulsory mentoring 
programs whereby all Senior Men’s Teams must have a 
woman sitting on its first team’s technical bench either 
as the assistant coach or an understudy of the head 
coach.  

The management team for all women’s teams must with immediate effect have at least two women in 
influential decision making positions. To ensure that the women in these positions aren’t just 
figureheads without the technical grounding the Union resolved to develop capacity within the 
women’s ranks by ensuring that for all training and education programs, women will have a reserved 
quota of places for them across all the programs delivered by the World Rugby educators across all 
strands. To top it all , given that all registered provincial teams have women’s teams, plans are at an 
advanced stage to introduce the Women’s Super Six League in 2021.  

With the appointment of the high performance team coaches, the ZRU is finalizing the contracts for 
the engagement of twenty women to be on contract with the Union. The women will be the nucleus of 
the national women’s Sables and Cheetahs teams. As they play they will assume guardianship roles for 
the upcoming talented players in the schools in their communities and they will be used as vehicles for 
change in the perception of women in the community and the fight against social injustices against 
women.  

World Rugby courses to 
be rolled out nationwide  

World Rugby Training and Education 
Zimbabwe to conduct free courses 

2  media@zimbabwerugbyunion.co.zw

IN-TOUCH FEBRUARY 2021

ZRU TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT  
The head of the World Rugby Training and Education in Zimbabwe Mr 
Bright Chivandire has through the Zimbabwe Rugby Union launched an 
aggressive campaign to ensure that World Rugby Courses across all 
strands are delivered to all parts of the country to complement the 
capacity development initiatives of the ZRU Executive Committee. The ZRU 
has made all the World Rugby Level One courses for all strands free for the 
year 2021. The ZRU President Mr Aaron Jani said the Union will absorb all 
the related costs for the delivery of these courses for 2021 so as to ensure that the cost of the courses is 
not an inhibiting factor to their delivery. The comprehensive course delivery schedule will be published 
as soon the government and SRC have given us the green light to resume sport and gatherings said Mr 
Chivandire . The strands that will be offered across the country are Level One coaching, officiating, 
strength and conditioning and medical. 
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Former rugby coach and 
administrator dies  
The Zimbabwe Rugby Union President, Mr Aaron 
Jani, the ZRU Executive Committee and Board 
would like  to extend their sincerest condolences to 
the Mhlanga Family, the Harare Sports Club Rugby 
family and the Harare Province Rugby board on the 
untimely passing of Mr Noble Mhlanga. Noble 
Mhlanga is a former member of the Harare Sports 
Club RUFC Executive Committee and Technical 
team from 2008 to 2012. He also held several 
positions within the Harare Province Rugby Board 
including being the  Chairperson Harare Province 
Rugby.  

A b i g a i l M n i k w a 
appointed to RA Sub 
committee  

The ZRU Executive Committee and the Board 
would like to congratulate Abigail Mnikwa, who 
is a ZRU Board member, Chairperson of the 
Zimbabwe Women’s Committee, World Rugby 
Medical Trainer and Chairperson of the ZRU 
COVID Relief Committee, on her appointment to 
the continental body Rugby Africa’s Women’s 
Rugby Advisory Committees sub committee on 
Leadership, Training and Conferences. We wish 
you all the best in your new position at Rugby  

 

Africa and the appointment is a vindication of 
the tremendous work you have done and 
continue to do for Women’s rugby and rugby 
medical fraternity in particular and the domestic 
family of rugby at large. 
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The ZRU SHOP 

The Zimbabwe Rugby Union is piloting it’s web 
shop and online store. Our replica jerseys 
shorts , accessories and all other paraphernalia 
will be on sale at affordable prices.  

The first batch of apparel is for the Zimbabwe 
Junior Sables U20. The Apparel is available from 
the Union offices housed at Prince Edward 
School at affordable prices. To place your orders 
c o n t a c t t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r o n e m a i l 
admin@zimbabwerugbyunion.co.zw  

Photo Acknowledgement: Grindstone Africa  

 

 
 
  
ZRU MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

4  media@zimbabwerugbyunion.co.zw

ADVERTISE IN THE ZRU  
IN-TOUCH BULLETIN  
To reach a large and diverse market for all your products 

and services  

Contact: admin@zimbabwerugbyunion.co.zw 
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