
 

Zimbabwe Sevens Cheetahs brace 
for Monaco, welcome SRC decision 

T he resumption of the high risk sports like 
rugby by the SRC was welcomed by the 
Zimbabwe Rugby Union as they have set in 
motion the World rugby’s gradual return to 

play protocols and  are leaving nothing to chance. The 
two senior men’s flagship teams have lined up training 

camps and testing sessions  
camps as they prepare for 
the Olympics repechage in 
Monaco and the Sables 
incoming and outgoing 
tours. 
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NEWS JUST IN ...  

Schools Rugby: Not just yet  

The Zimbabwe Schools Rugby Head in Charge Mr Tungamirai Mashungu 
said the Schools are hoping to make a return to Rugby in the second 
term. “We are currently working on the protocols document for the safe 
return of the game in schools. ATS is engaging Ministry of Primary and 
Secondary Education on our behalf for inter schools sport to resume.”

Mr Tunga Mashungu 
Zimbabwe Head in Charge: 

School Rugby



Z imbabwe Cheetahs are itching to resume 
action and get their groove back ahead of 
the tough Olympic Games Repechage set 
for Monaco, France on June 19-20. 

The Cheetahs like all contact sports which include 
football, netball, teams had until recently been 
forced into a long spell of inactivity as they were 
deemed high-risk disciplines which were 
susceptible to spreading the coronavirus. 

However, in welcoming the Sport and 
Recreation Commission’s decision to allow 
for a return to training and play after a year 
of Covid-19 induced break, the Cheetahs 
have pledged to do all within their powers 
to be ready for the Monaco assignment. 

With 11 of the 12 teams are set to compete 
at the Tokyo Olympics already confirmed, the 
Cheetahs must now fight for the final spot which 
will be up for grabs at the Repechage tournament. 

And some of the teams eyeing that final slot on June 
19 to June 20 include Brazil, Chile, China, France, 
Hong Kong, Ireland, Jamaica, Mexico, Samoa, 
Tonga, Uganda 

Their coach Daniel Hondo, however has his plan for 
the competition and just like his players, the new 
Cheetahs gaffer is eager to get on with the job and 
believes the Sevens team can, as they have often 
done, put smiles on Zimbabweans faces. 

Cheetahs head Coach Daniel Hondo a veteran of 
many Cheetahs sevens battles as a player and coach 
has welcomed the decision to allow rugby to return 
to training and play as he says ‘ Time is running out 
for us to get the team ready for the Repechage’. he 
said  his technical team is raring to meet the players 
for a face to face interface and training. The players 
have been holed up in their different rugby bases. 
Some  players  have been playing for their  rugby 
clubs  in the foreign leagues, while some have been 
following the training programmes the technical 
team has been giving them to follow during the 
lockdown period.   

Hondo said he has identified his training squad and 
will be inviting them to the Stellenbosch Academy 
do Sport Rugby Africa camp from the 6th to the 16th 
of May 2021. From the camp the team is set to take 
part in several preparatory tournaments leading up to 
the Repechage to be held in Monaco France.  

The Cheetahs qualified for the Repechage when they 
took part in the Africa Cup Dual Qualifier held in 
Johannesburg at the Bosman Stadium. The 2019 
Africa Cup was for two qualifications, the first being 

the Automatic qualification for 
the Olympics for African 
teams and qualification for the 
newly introduced Challenger 
Series which will be used for 
qualification for HSBC sevens 
core status. Kenya won the 
Africa Cup and qualified for 
the Olympics. The Cheetahs 
came a credible third behind 

Uganda to secure the Olympic Repechage slot in 
Monaco and also  qualified for the  Challenger 
Series 

The Cheetahs took part in the new format Challenger 
Series for non core teams  that was supposed to lead 
to core status qualification. The first two rounds of 
the Challenger Series were held in Chile and 
Uruguay. The first two rounds had sixteen teams and 
the top eight of those teams after the two rounds of 
play were to proceed to the next and final round in 
Hong Kong. The winner of the third round  in Hong 
Kong would qualify for core status. The Cheetahs 
had come a credible 6th and 8th position 
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respectively therefore qualifying for the Hong Kong 
top eight Finals of the Challenger series  

Hondo has announced an extended training squad for 
the camps leading up to the repechage camps and 
games.  

Cheetahs Training Squad for the Repechage and 
SAS Camp  
Hilton Mudariki, Blithe Mavesere, Riann O’Neill, 
Shingirai Katsvere, Martin Mangongo, Emmanuel 
Zangari, Godknows Mavara, Ngoni Chibuwe, Boyd 
Rouse, Godfrey Muzanargwo, Dudley White-
Sharpley, Kudzai Mashawi, Shayne Makombe, 
Prince Ncube, Biselele Tshamala, Stephan Hunduza, 
Rufaro Chikwaira, Jafnos Chiwanza, Mkhululi 
Ndhlela, Nelson Madida, Vuyani Ndlovu, Tafadzwa 
Kumadiro, Godfrey Magaramombe, Jerry Jaravaza, 
Ryan Musumhi and Tafadzwa Chitokwindo.  

Sables gear up for 2021 
Tours  

A s  the game goes about its phased 
return following the greenlight 
given to rugby it is a hive of activity 

in the Sables management as they line-up 
training programmes and tours for the 
senior national team for 2021. 
The Sables management team wasted no time in 
releasing a list of players they had on the radar for 
the training programme. 

Coach Brendon Dawson and his lieutenants did not 
sit on their laurels during the seemingly endless 
Covid-19 induced hiatus and have been tracking 
players especially those in foreign leagues that 
have been active. 

They have also been in touch with the players’ 
clubs. 

Sadly, for the domestic players, Covid-19 has meant 
that there was no action since 2020 except for the 
Under-20 leagues that were played in Harare and 
Bulawayo provinces whose matches were also 
stopped at the finals stage. 

The Paramount InterProvincial U20 Cup Between 
Bulawayo and Harare province was also cancelled 
due to the pandemic. Most senior players have been 
inactive since the 2019 Super Six competition won 
by Old Hararians Club after defeating Old Georgians 
in the finals.  

With the extended period of inactivity due to the 
pandemic, some players migrated to play in foreign 
leagues in Europe and in South Africa. The Sables 
technical team drafted a training squad from the 
players who have been actively playing the game 
during this lockdown period and they came up with a 
training squad of forty eight players. The training 
squad includes ;  

Tyron Fagan, Doug Juszczyk, Gabriel Sipapate, 
Simba Mandioma, Dean Makoni, Aaron Sawu, 
Royal Mwale, Farai Mudariki, Cleopas Kundiona, 

David Makanda, Jan Ferreira, Sean 
Beevor, Takunda Kundishora, 

B l i the Mavesere , B ise le le 
T s h a m a l a , G o d f r e y 
Muzanargwo, Mungo Mason, 
Seb Roche, Aiden Burnett, 
Tonderai Chiwambutsa, Hilton 

Mudariki, Dudlee White - 
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Sharpley, Kyle Galloway, Jason Robertson, Keith 
Chiwara, Tinashe Hombiro, Matthew Mcnab, Rufaro 
Chikwaira, Takudzwa Kumadiro, Brandon Boshi, 
Riaan O’Neill, Boyd Rouse, Marcus Nel, Brandon 
Mudzekenyedzi, Shingirai Katsvere, Shayne 
Makombe, Takudzwa Chieza, Martin Mangongo, 
Brandon Mandivenga, Tapiwa Mafura, David 
Makamba, Bornwell Gwinji, Tinotenda Msasanure, 
Jeff Makoni, Tatenda Rwenyu, Keith Murray, Dustin 
Andrews, Daniel Capsopoulos, George Saungweme. 
 
With the resumption of rugby, the Sables technical 
team decided to hold trials and testing for the local 
based players who play in the local league and the 
testing and trials are set for Hellenic Academy over 
two weekends, the weekend of the 3rd and 4th of 
April  and the weekend of the 10th and 11th of April.   

The Sables head coach Mr Brendan Dawson has 
coopted the local coaches into the extended Sables 
selection team as the coaches have to recommend 
their players to the National Head coach for testing 
and training. This will ensure that the selection 
process reaches every deserving player in the 
country. Some players doing duty for the country 
with the Zimbabwe Sevens team the Cheetahs have 
not been called up for the Sables as they are 
currently seized with the repechage qualification 
camps.  
  
The Zimbabwe Rugby Union, has entered into 
strategic partnerships and sponsorships with some 
hospitals and medical aid societies to ensure that all 
the players are tested before they return to play and 
training. The selected players from the testing and 
training camps will join the extended training squad 
selected from the players that have been actively 
playing for the camp scheduled for the 16th of May 
to the 3rd of July 2021. The players will have to all 
produce rapid antigen negative test results that are 
within a two week lapse period. The Sables have 
secured places where the players will also be tested 
on joining camp. Subsequent to that all the COVID 
protocols and World Rugby Gradual return to play 
protocols have been put in place to ensure that the 
camp goes ahead without any dereliction on the 
protocols.  

The Sables have lined up incoming and outgoing 
tours leading up to the Rugby Africa Cup Pool D 

matches set for July in Tunisia. The Sables have 
lined up Incoming and Outgoing tours of Zambia 
and Namibia. Sables Management and the Sables 
committee are hard at work in the background to 
secure another incoming tour for the Sables to get 
them match fit for the Rugby Africa Cup to be held 
in Tunisia from the 12th of July to the 19th of July 
2021. The Sables are scheduled to play the 
repechage team from the Rugby Africa Silver cup on 
the 12th of July and they play their last test match 
against Tunisia on the 18th of July 2021 in Tunisia.  

The guidelines and protocols for 
the safe return of Rugby post 
COVID -19 lockdown.  

Having spent more than a year of uncertainty, 
characterised by pain and anxiety rugby is now set 
for its long awaited return after government through 
the Sport and Recreation Commission gave the nod 
for its phased resumption. 
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Rugby by its highly-engaging physical nature had 
been classified among the high-risk sports that were 
to receive the last of the government greenlight to 
restart since the country went into necessary 
lockdown on March 31, 2020 as part of efforts to 
contain the spread of the deadly Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

The resumption of the game while it has elated 
everyone in the sport, will however, have to be 
phased in line with the strict health protocols as 
outlined by the government. 

And the ZRU has committed to complying with the 
health protocols and guidelines which were outlined 
by the SRC which as the Union’s chief executive 
Sifiso Made points out will need to be complied with 
but warns the implementation of the Covid-19 
protocols will not come cheap. 

Made points to the costs of regular testing and 
sanitising of facilities such as Harare Sports Club, 
which are not sorely used by rugby but also house 
cricket, and tennis. 

The continued suspension of public gatherings also 
means there will be no spectators when rugby action 
begins and this development has relegated the sport’s 
enthusiasts to couches who would have to be content 
with watching documentaries and action from other 
countries on television. 

More importantly though is that the green light has 
been received from the SRC and we publish that the 
strict guidelines from the Ministry of Child and 
Health Welfare and World Rugby in consultation 
with the ZRU that come with this permission to 
resume: 

playerwelfare.worldrugby.org/covid-19.  

The guidelines have two core sections containing 
important information. 
The first section provides safety information to 
everyone involved in the game including players, 
coaches, support and administrative staff. All 

persons involved in the game of rugby are expected 
to have completed the World Rugby online 
COVID-19 courses ei ther for players or 
administrators on the following link  
playerwelfare.worldrugby.org/covid-19 

The second section provides a framework around 
which the ZRU must prepare best-practice policies 
and guidelines for return to activity that are 
appropriate to their local setting, complying with 
national guidelines on social distancing and travel 
restrictions 

The guidelines, which are World Health(WHO) 
compliant, outline three dedicated time-bound 
a) return-to-training phases –  
b) small group training,  
c) full group non-contact training and full contact 

training. 
These guidelines can be found on the Zimbabwe 
Rugby Union website :  

h t t p s : / / w w w. z i m b a b w e r u g b y u n i o n . c o . z w /
2021/03/30/zimbabwe-rugby-adopts-the-world-
rugby-grtp-protocols/ 
  
 COVID -19 Mitigating  methods. 

1 Education Familiarize yourself with the 
measures being implemented at 
your club or by the ZRU

2 Daily Screening Have your temperature checked 
prior to entering the facility if 
temperature is above 37.5C you 
will be sent home and told to 
consult a doctor

3 Adhere to 
hygiene rules

More frequent hand washing 
and frequent disinfection, do not 
share water bottles or any gear, 
avoid spitting 

4 Observe social 
distance rules

Observe a distance of a meter or 
during training increase it to 
1.5m to significantly reduce the 
probability of virus transmission 

5 Reduce body 
contact to a 
minimum

Reducing handshakes and 
embracing until all have been 
vaccinated and tested negative 
in a rapid and PCR COVID test. 

 COVID -19 Mitigating  methods. 
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Addit ional Covid-19 containment 
Framework measures for the resumption 
of Rugby 
  
1. PCR/Rapid Antigen testing should be done for 
all players, officials and club staff at least 48 hours 
prior to commencement of training. Rapid Antigen/
PCR tests to be done within every 14 days of 
training from the last test. 
2. When competitive leagues resume testing should 
be done for all players, officials and club staff at 
least 48 hours prior to commencement of 
competition and friendly matches. Thereafter testing 
after every 14 days whichever is earlier. 
3. Testing to be done 48hrs before games. 
4. All facilities (stadia) to be disinfected before 
each training session and each game. 
5. No spectators allowed. 
6. All facilities to be zoned in line with IF 
guidelines and testing done as per the zones. 
7. All facilities such as showers and changing 
rooms to be disinfected regularly and register kept. 
8. No sharing of the following items among or 
between athletes and members of the associated 
sport staff;  personal and sports equipment and 

apparel, towels and other laundry; consumables and 
receptacles thereof, such as water bottles and cups; 
PPEs in the form of face masks, tissues or wipes. 
9. PPEs in the form of face masks, tissues, wipe 
and alcohol-based sanitiser must be available for 
distribution to athletes and members of the 

associated sport staff. 
10. All teams to keep a logbook of all athletes and 
associated sport staff entering and exiting the stadia 
and keep such logbook for inspections by SRC 
enforcement officers at any time within 30 days 
from the date the event to which it relates took place. 
11. No liquor or food to be served at stadia except 
water 
12. Detailed training schedules and venues to be 
submitted to SRC who shall constantly monitor 
adherence to protocols in line with regulations. 

6 Change and 
Shower at 
home

Reducing possible transmission 
in the change rooms

7 Suspend car 
pooling 

Where possible avoid 
congested transport 
arrangements. If in a public

8 Refrain from 
indoor  
meetings

Hold all your team meetings 
outdoors where social 
distancing can be observed 

9 Reduce the size 
of training 
groups

Small groups reduce rates of 
infection. We need to keep to 
the government stipulated 
limits. 

10 Have outdoor 
meetings 

The risk of transmission is 
considerably lower outdoors 
than indoors. 

 COVID -19 Mitigating  methods.  COVID -19 Mitigating  methods. 
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13. Ensure all clubs strictly adhere to the WHO 
and current National Covid-19 protocols, 
14. Seek waiver on maximum number of limit per 
gathering and intercity travel from the Ministry of 
Health and Child Care. 
15. Applicants to sensitize and educate all 
stakeholders, participants and venue operators about 
Covid-19 through various media such as signage, 
fliers, posters etc. 
16. Appoint and submit to the SRC, NSA and 
League- details of Club Compliance Officer to 
ensure full compliance with Covid-19 national and 
international protocols. 
17. Recommended vaccination of athletes as per 
the National Vaccination Roll-Out Program. 
18. To abide by all protocols submitted. 
  
To ensure full compliance, every club or rugby 
stakeholder must appoint a COVID Compliance 
Officer to ensure that the guidelines and protocols 
for the safe return are observed. The SRC 
compliance team will continuously be monitoring 
for Compliance.     

The cost of rugby 
return in the COVID 19 
era 

The green light to resume sports and rugby in 
particular was well received by all the rugby 
stakeholders with a wish to see rugby being 

played the very next day. That’s how much people 
had missed the odd shaped ball game. With the 
authority to resume play came the responsibility of  
the NSA , the Zimbabwe Rugby Union to ensure that 
the safety guidelines and protocols as stipulated by 
World Rugby and the Ministry of Sports through the 
SRC are implemented.  

It is incumbent upon the union to ensure that its 
stakeholders are fully conversant of the COVID 
protocols and guidelines before they can resume 
training and matches.  The Chief Executive Officer 
of the Zimbabwe Rugby Union said “... we have 
shared with the various rugby affiliates the 
recommendations, safety guidelines and protocols 

that must be adhered to before they can engage in 
any on field training or play. The Union will through 
its medical Committee provide the provinces and 
affiliates with sanitisers , infrared thermometers, face 
shields and masks to the staff manning the entry 

points to the various stadiums in the country...” 

The various affiliates have also been tasked with 
identifying personnel to be the COVID-19 
Compliance officers. The Union is cognizant of the 
fact that there needs to be constant and consistent 
fumigation and sanitisation of the change rooms , or 
any such public areas as may be used by the rugby 
players and officials. The various affiliates will 
after getting the starter kits with sanitisers , 
face shields and other items be required 
to replenish these stocks from within 
their  budgets.  

The players and officials will need to be 
continually tested, ideally fortnightly and 48hrs prior 
to matches and or training sessions.  This is a huge 
cost to be borne by the clubs on top of their financial 
prerogatives as clubs. Ways and means to mitigate 
against this huge financial outlay by clubs are being 
explored. The responsibility for testing and 
vaccinating the players and staff lies squarely with 
the clubs. It is important to note that players are 
advised against car pooling to training sessions and 
matches. The teams will have to grapple with the 
costs of hiring more buses to transport teams as the 
players must be socially distanced even while in 
transit. The overnight accommodation of teams has 
to take into consideration social distancing and all 
the protocols as outlined by the ZRU and the SRC. 
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The clubs and or affiliates must also submit detailed 
training schedules and venues so that the ZRU and 
the SRC compliance officers can constantly monitor 
adherence to protocols. These considerations must 
be borne in mind as we return to training and small 
sided games gradually growing into the full sided 
contact games. The ZRU is mindful of the huge 
financial cost it will take to fully return to fields of 
play but is hopeful and working hard to ensure that 
most of the requirements are met before the training 
and leagues can be given the go ahead to resume 

training and playing. Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe 
rugby union President Mr Aaron Jani and his 
executive have embarked on a nationwide drive to 
get a first hand account of the state of preparedness 
of the Provinces and affiliates to return to rugby 
training and matches. the President kicked off the 
nationwide tour with a tour of the rugby facilities in 
Bulawayo.  

He was accompanied by the ZRU Vice President 
South Mr Martin Shone. He met with Bulawayo 
Province Director of Rugby Mr. Gilber t 
Nyamutsamba club chairpersons , Players 
representatives and Rugby administrators. He 
expressed satisfaction with the progress made thus 
far and pledged the unions support for the province 
and its affiliates to ensure a smooth and safe return 
to rugby.  He also took Time to reassure the Rugby 
stakeholders that the super six league we will return 

in 2021 and the women’s rugby league will also be 
introduced in 2021.  
The President met the Midlands provinces rugby 
board and other rugby stakeholders to discuss the 
state of rugby in the province and their  state of 
preparedness to resume training and play. The 
meeting was held at the Midlands Christian School 
in Gweru on the 3rd of April 2021.  

ZRU President leads 
campaign to get all 
rugby stakeholders 
vaccinated. 

The Zimbabwe rugby union President Mr Aaron Jani  
was one of the first National Sport's Associations 
Presidents to get vaccinated. Mr Jani received his 
Sinopharm vaccine jab at the Wilkins Hospital on 
the 29th of March.   

The government of Zimbabwe has rolled out a 
nationwide COVID-19 vaccination programme 
which has seen the Frontline workers in the fight 

against the pandemic getting vaccinated first. Now 
that the Frontline workers have been vaccinated , the 
government has rolled it out to the rest of the civil 
service and the general population. The vaccination 
is free and is being offered as a walk in vaccination 
programme.  
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The President dispelled the myth about the 
Sinopharm vaccine being less effective and being 
available to a select individuals as he said that he 
heard about it through the media and immediately 
went to the hospital and he found that he didn’t need 
to set an appointment for the vaccine. He 
immediately got his jab and the whole process took 
no more than ten minutes.  

He urged all rugby players , supporters and 
administrators to take advantage of the free 
vaccination programme. He said ‘...This will add a 
layer of protection to the population over and above 
the safety protocols being implemented by 
everyone...” such as Wearing a mask, reducing 
contact with people, keeping and maintaining the 
social distance of a meter or more in all public 
places.  
 

With the ZRU President’s vaccination, the 
Zimbabwe  Rugby Referees President Mrs Abigail 
Kawonza also took up the initiative and got herself 
vaccinated. She urged all the referees to get 
vaccinated to get get that extra layer of protection 

against the COVID virus. SRC Commissioner 
Colleen DeJong also urged all the athletes to 
vaccinate against the virus after getting vaccinated. 
Mutare Sports Club officials have taken up the call 
by the President to get vaccinated and some had 
already been vaccinated.  

Ian MacIntosh 
Honoured by the 
Sharks  

Former Rhodesia and Zimbabwe National  
Sables Coach Ian Macintosh has been honored 
by the Sharks team on the eve of the 
celebration of 30 years of his winning the 
Currie Cup for the Natal Sharks in over a 
Century  

F ormer Zimbabwe Sables and Springboks 
coach Ian McIntosh was Honoured by the 
Sharks Rugby Franchise recently after they 

named their main entry gate to their Kings Park 
stadium after the former coach at the Franchise.  

Ian McIntosh joins a select group of former sport 
coaches who have left indelible marks at the clubs 
and franchises they have coached at such Sir Alex 
Ferguson, Kenny Dalglish who have had parts of 
stadiums where they made their marks named after 
them.  
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McIntosh was honored by the Sharks franchise 
whose CEO is the former World Cup Rugby winning 
captain John Smit. The Sharks currently have on 
their books and roster the current Springboks Rugby 
winning captain Siya Kolisi. Ian McIntosh is 

credited as the coach who won the Sharks their first 
ever Currie Cup in 100 years. He led the Sharks to 
their first Currie Cup title in 1990 and lost just one 
of five Currie Cup finals the Men in Black reached 
in eight years. 

McIntosh is credited with putting the Sharks Rugby 
franchise on the South African rugby map and laying 
the foundation for the legendary 1995 World Cup 
Rugby winning Springboks team.  

Ian McIntosh is a Zimbabwean-South African rugby 
union coach. He served as head coach for the 
Springboks during the early 1990s. McIntosh grew 
up near Bulawayo in Zimbabwe and never played 
for Rhodesia or Zimbabwe but became acquainted 
with coaching in the 1970s under the tutelage of the 

then Welsh Rugby Union coaching director Ray 
Williams. He later took charge of the Zimbabwe 
national rugby union team, the Sables, although his 
biggest achievement to date was taking charge of the 
South African national side, the Springboks.  
He coached the legendary Natal team during the late 
1980s and early 1990s. He became a national figure 
after Natal won their first Currie Cup in 1990, their 
centenary year. His success with Natal led to him 
coaching the Springbok side. 

The year before the 1995 World Cup he was sacked 
as national coach following a series defeat to the All 
Blacks in New Zealand in mid-1994. In October of 
that year, Kitch Christie accepted an offer to take 
over from McIntosh, and with the foundation laid he 
won the Rugby World Cup in 1995. 

In 2001 Former South Africa coach Ian McIntosh 
was appointed coach of Welsh rugby club Newport 
and had to prepare the Welsh-Scottish league team 
for their European Cup campaign. His new club 
Newport was drawn in a pool with French 
champions Toulouse, English cup holders Newcastle 
and Irish provincial side Leinster. 
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For his work as a coach for Zimbabwe, Sharks and 
Springbok coach, spanning 50 years, Ian McIntosh 
became the first South African and indeed the first 
Durban North resident to win the IRB’s Vernon Pugh 
Award for Distinguished Service, recognising his 
achievement in changing the face of rugby in South 
Africa. 

The Vernon Pugh award recognises any individual, 
union or group, who has given outstanding service to 
their country and contributed to the international 
game. McIntosh said he was thrilled and very 
humbled by the award. 

He coached John Smit, Sharks CEO and a former 
player who was coached by McIntosh himself, paid 
tribute to a man whose contribution to the game has 
been immense. 

“Our hearty congratulations go out to Ian Mac on his 
wonderful achievement,” said Smit. 

“He is a legend of the game and I was grateful to 
have had the chance to be coached by him, even if it 
was for just a short period of time in my early career. 
The game of rugby is richer for having him play 
such a strong and important role over the years,” he 
said. 

Women in Rugby 
Rumbidzai Chabveka, a 
former Sables player 
and a referee on the 
rise 

Rumbidzai   is a former Harare Sports Club and 
National Sables player who retired from 
playing and is now a rugby referee on the 
National Panel of Zimbabwe Rugby Union.  

Rumbidzai Chabveka, born 11 December 1986 is a 
former Harare Sports Club and Zimbabwe rugby 

union player, and currently a referee for Zimbabwe 
Rugby Referees.  

Rumbie as she is affectionately known in the rugby 
circles has always loved sports and she played most 
sports  offered at her school such as netball, hockey, 
volleyball, athletics except rugby, but it later on 
became my “happy place”. She says I was mentored 
in Rugby at Harare Sports Club, it felt like family 
loved. She played club rugby for Harare Sports Club 
for a decade. I was also the Ladies captain. During 
this time, the rugby field became my happy place 
and I treasure the moments and friendships I made 

with my teammates and opponents. The training and 
playing regime at Harare Sorts club taught several 
life lessons that only rugby can teach. Friendship, 
solidarity, integrity, respect and passion. These are 
lessons I have used in my everyday life.  

Did you know?          

You can join the Zimbabwe 
Rugby Referees Society. 
Email zrrs@yoafrica.com 
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After a decade of playing I was invited to the 
referees society by Nsikelelo Sibanda who is a 
seasoned referee. I started refereeing in 2016 as I 
realized i could not be a player forever and the only 
way i could still be on the field is if I became a 
referee. At first, I wasn’t so serious about referring 
but Nsikelelo Sibanda always made sure I attended 
meetings. And yes on my first meeting we had to 
write a law exam!! I almost never came back. Then I 
met Walter Njowa and they reassured me that it was 
it at all as the first laws exam had made it to 
seemingly be.  Abigail Kawonza and Walter Njowa. 
Walter would always tell me that I had to take it one 
day at a time and not rush it. Abbie is another story – 
she wouldn’t take no for answer when I made 
excuses not go join the referees meetings  since I 
was still juggling between refereeing and playing. In 
2017 refereeing became the ultimate winner, a 
decision l do not regret to this day. Abigail Kawonza 

had been my coach as a player, she became my 
mentor as a rugby referee and has supported my 
rugby refereeing journey.  

Did you know?          

You can download the World Rugby 
law book at laws.worldrugby.org 

I also have been secretary for the Mashonaland 
rugby referees society for the past 4 years. This 
hasn’t been easy as I have to balance between being 
an administrator and referee. 

I have officiated at the Dairibord Schools Rugby 
Festival, schools and club leagues. My biggest game 
was the Zimbabwe U20 vs SA U20 Girls in 2019. 
This was a learning curve for me as every game and 
tournament has its lessons and this was my first 
international game. 

In January 2020, I was part of the group that went to 
Mpumalanga for high performance training. 
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic changed all 
the plans we had and had to shut down for a while. 
That meant no games and no training. Life had to go 
on and I started to do home physical training in the 
hope that the pandemic would end as fast as it came. 
Unfortunately it did not , and it still has not but I am 
hopeful that it will end soon and we will get back to 
what we love most. A game of rugby and a beer 
afterwards with friends and family. During the year 
2020, I also took part in zoom meetings with 
referees from Africa in which we discussed and 
learnt more about the laws of the game. My journey 
has a referee hasn’t been all rosy, but the support 
structure has been superb. Those who have walked 
this journey before us always make sure that we are 
on the right path and the individual will be the only 
limiting factor! All it takes is a bit of patience. 
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My best memory as a referee is when I got my 1st 
trophy as the upcoming female referee in 2016. It 
ignited something in me and that was only the 
beginning. Rugby Africa panel is where my eyes are 
set right now.   

The support I got as a player and as a budding 
referee has been nothing short of amazing. The 
support structures within the rugby community are 
amazing and we have role models who are still part 
of the community who urge us on. Role models like 
Abigail Kawonza, Abigail Mnikwa, Nothando 
Ndlovu, Octavia Chikukura and many others.  Surely 
with such support structures the sky is the limit for 
Zimbabwean women in rugby.  

Focus on the 
Provinces: 

 Manicaland 
Province sets up 
District Rugby  

 

The Manicaland Provincial Rugby Board led 
by Mr Josiah Borerwe is a rugby board on a 
mission to take rugby to the masses The 
Manicaland Provincial Rugby Board led by 
Mr Josiah Borerwe is a rugby board on a 
mission to take rugby to the masses.  

The Zimbabwe Rugby Union has through the 
Manicaland Board spread its tentacles to the rural 
grassroots in Manicaland Province. Chipinge town 
elected their board into office recently.The 
Manicaland Board Chairperson Mr Josiah Borerwe 
presided over the elections. The mandate of the 
Chipinge Rugby board is to foster, encourage and 
promote the game of rugby in Chipinge and the 
surrounding areas. 

Manicaland Rugby Board chairman and Zimbabwe 
Rugby Union board member, Josiah Borerwe, said 
that his board will be opening district rugby boards 
to decentralise the administration of the game and 
enable teams and schools from marginalised areas to 
partake in rugby competitions. The drive to take 

rugby to the rural areas come after the initial success 
story of Sahumani girls rugby team that was started 
by the Manicaland rugby and went on to produce 
national team players and the establishment of the 
jungle gym in Honde Valley. Mr Borerwe said his 
board will continue setting up district structures in 
the vast province to ensure that the game spreads to 
the previously marginalized areas. The Manicaland 
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Rugby board donated two rugby balls , cones and a 
rugby whistle after the rugby board was set up. 

The Chipinge Rugby Board was elected as follows 

President: Tondlana Gabriel 

Advisor: Jourbet Juan 
Patron: Tondlana Stanley 
Chairman: Tondlana Tulani 
Vice chairman: Mr Jambaya 
Secretary General: Chirume Marshall 
Treasurer: Machiwana Average 
Chairlady: Mrs Maparara 
Referees: Denzel Makuyana, Mandipazano Nhamo 
Stakeholder Representatives 
Uniformed forces: Mandipazano Nhamo 
Sec schools: Muusha Trymore, Mrs Gokoma 
Primary schools: Chimonyo Dunken 
Coaches: Chirume Marshall, 
Mr Mahlabana , 
Mr Mufute ,Russell Gutu 
Tertiary rep: Russell Gutu 
Publicity and marketing: Charakupa Tamuka 
For all the pictures and videos of the setting up of 
the Chipinge Rugby Board visit: 

Chipinge Rugby Board 

https://we.tl/t-qqS89iRTd0 

Sables Auction 
countdown  

T
he  Zimbabwe Sables online  auction 
set for the 15th of April is on its final 
stretch with less than two weeks to the 

closure date. The  online auction aims to raise 
funds for the Sables Trust.  

The fund raiser will not only provide the Sables 
some much needed financial support as the team 
continues to prepare for the World Cup Qualifiers 
but it will also provide an opportunity for the Sables 
to leave their own legacy in supporting the  
development of rugby in Zimbabwe. 

h t t p s : / / s a b l e s r u g b y n e t w o r k . c o m / s a b l e s -
auction-2021/ 

The auction items include holidays 2 nights for 2 
people at a lodge in Vic Falls, Dinner for Two with a 
private chef in Cape Town, a game drive in 
Zimbabwe, signed Rugby shirts and many more 
other items.   

All potential bidders will be required to register for 
the auction before they can place their bids. All lots 
will be live and bidding can take place at any time 
until the live online auction evening deadline on the 
15th of April 2021. Once the live reading ends the 
person with the highest online will win the lot and be 
expected to make a payment to secure the prize. The 
Sables rugby network will also be running a raffle 
for individuals that preferred to buy a ticket and 
register their support for the Sables cause. The raffle 
will accumulate and end on the same day is the 
auction with winners being modified immediately 
there after.  

Anyone can buy a raffle ticket from anywhere in the 
world to show their support and all tickets will be 
issued via Web tickets. To get more information 
a n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d c a n e m a i l 
sables@zimbabwerugby.com 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Farai Mudariki moves to 
USON Nevers in Pro 2 

Z imbabwe Sables Prop Farai Mudariki has 
joined the French Pro 2 league side USON  
Nevers Farai Mudariki, 26, who wore the 

colors of Worcester, in the English first division, 
since 2018, has had a few opportunities to shine, 
due to injuries, and left the English club in 
November 2020. 

The Zimbabwean international (1.85 m, 119 kg) 
already knows French rugby, since he went 
through the Castres Olympique training center for 
two years, before playing in Tarbes, in Federal 1 
(2017-2018) . 

Mudariki is a massive upright pillar, with good 
moving quality. 

Kudakwashe Goofy 
Nyakufaringwa joins 
Budolwani Lublin 

Sables Lock Kudakwashe Nyakufaringwa 
has joined the Polish Premier Rugby 
League side Budolwani Lublin. The 

Zimbabwean international (2.01 m, 119 kg) 

has been a vital cog in Coach Brendan 
Dawson side with his domination of most 
aerial battles for the Sables. Goofy has turned 
out for Matabeleland Warriors and Raiders in 
South Africa  

Kuzivakwashe Kuzi 
Kazembe joins 
Budolwani Lublin 

T he ZRU would like to congratulate our 
Zimbabwean Sables player 
Kuziwakwashe ‘Kuzi’ Kazembe on 

joining Budowlani Lublin RUFC. We wish him 
a rugby filled stay and successful stint at the 
club. 
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