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Sables prevail in the Battle
of the Zambezi against
Zambia
Godwin Jaws
Murambiwa
appointed Union
Technical Director

Sables ready for the
Battle of Zambezi

I

t was Derby time again as Zimbabwe and
Zambia briefly put aside their camaraderie
and drew battle lines in international rugby
friendly matches at the Machinery Exchange
stadium at Harare Sports Club played on June 2 and
June 5.

As if to underline the
significance of the
derby, the two unions
ensured a full package
that started with the
Under-20s followed by
the Women and the
senior men and there
will be back to back
clashes to complete the
dish.

The two countries share a rich and brotherly history
but bragging rights are always at stake when the
Sables meet their north of the Zambezi river
neighbours.
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Godwin Murambiwa appointed Head of Technical
Committee
The Zimbabwe Rugby Union is pleased to announce the
appointment of Godwin Murambiwa as the Chairperson of the
Technical and Appointments Committee. His appointment
comes after the retirement of Bright Chivandire who has been
the Chairperson of the Committee since 2018. Chivandire will
however remain a member of the Technical and Appointments
Committee and the Training Manager of the Zimbabwe Rugby
Union’s World Rugby Workforce.
Godwin Murambiwa brings with him a rich rugby history,
having been appointed the rst black Sables coach and is a
World Rugby Coach’s educator who has coached the length
and breadth of the national teams from the U18’s to the Sables.
In his new role, Murambiwa’s committee will cover the
Convenor of Selectors position for all National teams. He will
also chair the committee responsible for the appointment of all
the National teams’ coaches.
The games marked the return of Zimbabwe’s
national teams to action after more than a year of
inactivity that was forced on to all domestic sport in
the aftermath of the outbreak of the Coronavirus
pandemic.

Godwin Murambiwa
Zimbabwe Rugby Union
Chairperson of Technical
and Appointments
Committee

There were no crowds allowed to watch the matches
and this is line with the Covid-19 prevention
protocols that are being practiced in most parts of the
world now
However, the bigger picture for the Sables was that
the matches against Zambia will mark the re-start of
their preparations for the 2023 World Cup
qualification campaign which had been halted by the
Covid-19 lockdown as rugby was ranked a very high
risk sport.

That hiatus also affected global sport but the return
to action was then later based on a country by
country basis with the World Health Organisation
working closely with each respective nation’s health
and sporting authorities.
Sadly for the Sables and all the other national teams,
they returned to the Machinery Exchange stadium to
be confronted by a different environment to the one
they had for years become accustomed to.

That World Cup qualification journey will include
the Africa Cup assignment in Tunisia in July.

For the junior Sables, the matches against Zambia
provided the coaches with a platform from which to
select a squad to challenge for honours in the 2022
Barthes Cup.
The Young Sables are looking to atone for their
failure to make the cut to make the cut for the
shortened Under-20’s Barthes Cup this year to be
held in Kenya.
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The last time Zambia beat the Sables was back in
June 2018 when they secured a 26-12 triumph at the
Chester Dean Arena at the Showgrounds in Lusaka.
The last game between the two neighbours had been
the Battle of Zambezi fixture in the 2019 Victoria
Cup with the Sables coming out victors 39-10.
It was en-route to the Sables’ success in winning the
Victoria Cup

Zimbabwe Sables Head Coach
Brendan Dawson

While the games were Friendlies for both Senior
men’s teams a lot was at stake as both countries have
a shared history that dates back a century.
Both Zambia and Zimbabwe share the glorious
history of being the only non-top-tier team to defeat
the mighty New Zealand All Blacks (10-08) on the
27th of July 1949 at Hartsfield rugby grounds in
Bulawayo. The two countries also remain among an
elite class of nations to win a series against the All
Blacks, the other teams being Test Nations , a feat
achieved in 1949.

The historic day when The All Blacks lost to a
non Test nation.

Games between Zambia and Zimbabwe also evoke
so much emotion as the teams share more than the
boundary but the same history.

For the visitors, revenge was uppermost their minds
as they have played second fiddle to the Sables for
nearly four years.

Sables coach Brendon Dawson said he had been
looking forward to the Zambia game and his team
couldn’t have had any other worthy adversary than
Zambia. He said Zambia fought to the death as this
had been a battle between brothers, a fight only a
neutral can handle.
He said the Sables had assembled a squad with a
blend of youth and experience as they bloodied in
the youth to the systems and patterns of the team. He
says the ultimate plan is to build through the
composite Friendlies to eventually find out the best
squad to take to Tunisia for the Africa Cup in July.
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Zambia’s Head Coach Lawrence Njovu said “ he are
excited about the encounters as they showed him the
depth he had in his team leading up to the Africa
Cup in Kenya. He added that the games gave him a
chance to work on his teams frailties and work on
combinations.

02 June 2021

Njovu thanked the two unions for the opportunity
they presented them as teams and coaches to prepare
for the upcoming Africa Cup fixtures in June. He
added that they are fully aware of Zimbabwe’s
strengths and their abilities and ambitions.

Zimbabwe Junior Sables U20’s (45) v (08) Zambia
Copper Eaglets U23

Zimbabwe Sables (32) v (08) Zambia Copper Eagles
Zimbabwe Women Sables (22) v (31) Zambia
Women Copper Eagles

05 June 2021
Zimbabwe Sables (56) v (03) Zambia Copper Eagles

He insisted that Zambia had not come here to just to
fulfill a fixture but to also compete and favourably,
as they are “...also preparing for the upcoming Africa
Cup qualifiers in Kenya”

Zimbabwe Women Sables (17) v (38) Zambia
Women Eagles

The Sables Head coach also as part of bloodying in
the youthful players gave many fringe players their
debuts in the first game as he tried new combinations
and players and transitioned to his full strength as
the

Women Sables aim to
dominate Zambia
The women’s game continues to gather momentum
on the continent with more national teams playing
more tests.

Zimbabwe Sables Squad

The women Sables team took on their bitter arch

Forwards: Tyron Fagan, Doug Juszczyk, Gabriel
Sipapate, Simba Mandioma, Dean Makoni, Aaron
Sawu, Royal Mwale, Farai Mudariki, Cleopas
Kundiona, David Makanda, Jan Ferreira, Sean
Beevor, Takunda Kundishora, Blithe Mavesere,
Biselele Tshamala, Godfrey Muzanarwo, Mungo
Mason, Seb Roche, Aiden Burnett, Tonderai
Chiwambutsa
Backs: Hilton Mudariki, Dudlee White - Sharpley,
Kyle Galloway, Jason Robertson, Keith Chiwara,
Tinashe Hombiro, Matthew Mcnab, Rufaro
Chikwaira, Takudzwa Kumadiro, Brandon Boshi,
Riaan O'Neill, Boyd Rouse, Marcus Nel, Brandon
Mudzekenyedzi, Shingirai Katsvere, Shayne
Makombe, Takudzwa Chieza, Martin Mangongo,
Brandon Mandivenga, Tapiwa Mafura, David
Makamba, Bornwell Gwinji, Tinotenda Msasanure,
Jeff Makoni, Tatenda Rwenyu, Keith Murray, Dustin
Andrews, Daniel Capsopoulos.

Lawrence Njovu
Zambia Head Coach

rivals Zambia in what was a mouthwatering clash
between two teams whose recent form and
performances has left little to separate them.

Results
ZRU Media and Publicity
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The two teams will played in the Women version of
rugby’s Battle of the Zambezi on the 2nd and 5th of
June at the Harare Sports Club Machinery Exchange
stadium.
“The last two games we played were very close and
we were playing at home but now that we are
coming to Zimbabwe’s backyard we are expecting a
tough game,’ Chibamba said.

Zimbabwe Women’ Sables Head Coach Munyaradzi
Mhonda had looked forward to his first game in
charge but above all expected a good game against
“a very good Zambian side that had prevailed over
the women Sables in the last two encounters’’.

He added that they used the Composite Friendlies to
select and fine-tune their team ahead of their games
in Namibia next month as their players have been
playing Sevens rugby and now have to transition to
the longer version in the shortest turn-around time.

Mhonda said the score lines between the two
neighbouring countries have been narrowing and he
had hoped to finally break the jinx with his squad
which much like their male counterparts, had a blend
of youth and experience.
Zambia continued their dominance in Zimbabwe
Women Sabkes winning both the fixtures played on
the 2nd and the 5th of June.

U20 Junior Sables
kickstart return of
rugby.

The visitors’ Women Head coach John Chibamba
who had his birthday on the day of the last game
versus Zimbabwe Women Sables, was pleased with
his charges who won both the Battle of Zambezi
fixtures and was given a standing ovation by his
charges after the final whistle of the final game.

On the 2nd of June at 1000hrs, the Zimbabwe
Under-20 Junior Sables were the first rugby team in
the country to take to the field in 21 months.
The last time an international was played at the
Harare Sports Club Machinery Exchange stadium
was in the 2019 Victoria Cup on the 24th of August
2019 when the Senior Sables hosted Uganda and
narrowly won 32-26.
When the U20 Junior Sables ran out, the momentous
occasion marked the long awaited return of rugby in
the country on a bumper programme of international
assignments
The Junior Sables are on a rebuilding exercise after
they finished 6th in the last Under-20 Barthes trophy,
a position which meant they could not be part of the
top tier to challenge for the Barthes Trophy.
The winner of the Barthes trophy takes part in the
Second-tier World Under-20 Championships.
Zimbabwe last featured in the Under-20 World
Trophy championships in 2016, a tournament the
country hosted. The country had appeared at three
previous World Championships from 2010 to 2012.

John Chibamba
Head Coach
Zambia Womens Rugby
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The Zimbabwe U20 Junior Sables 2021

Young Sables coach Shaun De Souza has said the
team will travel to Lusaka, Zambia for a one off
match ahead of their return fixture on the 2nd and
5th of June. He said he is building a side for the
future to challenge for the Barthes trophy and a
chance to play in the World Under-20 championships
again.

Officiating and coaching level one courses across the
length and breadth of the country.
The World Rugby training workforce held three
level one courses in the month of May in the border
towns of Beitbridge, Plumtree and Gwanda. The
World Rugby educators Ruben Kumpasa (Coaching)
and Simba Dangah (Match Officiating) held day
courses at Oakleigh School in Beitbridge with
sixteen participants who included one lady. Most of
the participants were former players and school
masters and mistress. Course participant Mrs Yvette
Caesar said she was happy to have attended the

It is a tough call for the Under-20s in a period where
schools’ sport remains suspended by the
government.
Squad: Scotty Patson, Arthur Mambanga, Declan
Ralphs, Laurance Old, Runyararo Makwangure,
Simbarashe Siraha, Nicholas Chipanje, Aaron Juma,
Panashe Matapure, Andrew Rinomhota, Benjamin
Pattenden, Ethan Wilson, Tomuvonga Msasanure,
Takudzwa Musengwini, Craig Snyder, Stephen
Terera, Dylan Grant, Rukudzo Ndoro, Tariro
Tapfuma, Liberty Sibanda, Kingstone Zinyama, Carl
Kawodza, Jason Makwabarara

“Back to basics...Rugby
taken to the
grassroots”

Level 1 World Rugby course attendees in
Beitbridge

courses as it has improved her coaching and match
officiating skills.

T

he Zimbabwe Rugby Union, World Rugby
training workforce led by Bright Chivandire
has taken rugby to the previously
marginalized areas of the country by holding match
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The next course was held at Joshua Mqabuko
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courses improved their coaching and officiating
competencies which bodes well for the student
teachers under their tutelage who will go out to the
various schools and introduce rugby. This will take
the game to the grassroots.
The educators then held the level one courses at the
Border town of Plumtree where 24 participants
attended. The ZRU board member NAPH Head in
charge Mr Dumisani Ncube urged the participants
who included teachers, retired players, players and
coaches to take advantage of the Unions drive to
take the game to the grassroots by going out to the

World Rugby Course participants at JMN Polytechnic
College

and student teachers. The ZRU President Aaron Jani
said it is vitally important to make inroads into the
tertiary colleges and universities as they are an
important platform for the development of the game
and spreading it to the grassroots.

ZRU Board Member
Mr Dumisani Ncube

communities and capacitating the communities with
skills and knowledge on coaching and officiating
the game.
JMN Lecturers speaking about the World
Rugby courses held recently

Chairperson of Matabeleland South Rugby board
Mr Knowledge Moyo was happy that his province
had been extensively covered and a combined total
of 62 purse attendees had been accredited as World
rugby level 1 coaching and match officiating
certificate holders. He implored the holders of this
certification to go out to their schools and
communities and spread the game of rugby and put
the knowledge they have gained to good use and
develop world beaters.

The lecturers who attended the courses Mrs Lorraine
Nguluvhe and Mrs Tiiso Silonda said the courses
enriched their teaching and learning processes of

The training manager Bright Chivandire said the
rollout of the training courses continues throughout
the country with more courses still to be held in the
Midlands, Manicaland and Mashonaland Provinces.
Plumtree World Rugby course attendees

rugby in their curriculum. They further said the
ZRU Media and Publicity
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Women

a move that was welcomed by the Women’s rugby
committee.
To date the world rugby workforce has held six
level one courses in coaching and officiating in
Bulawayo, Hwange, Victoria Falls, Beitbridge,
Gwanda and Plumtree with a total of 60 attendees.
Of these attendees 41 were women. Bulawayo,
Hwange and the Victoria Falls courses each had four
women attending the courses. Beitbridge only had
one female course attendee, while Gwanda had 13.
Plumtree had the most course attendees with fifteen
ladies attending the level one courses.

Women attended the Plumtree World Rugby courses

empowerment gains
momentum

One of the course attendees in Plumtree
Catherine Shurugwi. Catherine is credited
organizing the girls and women in Plumtree to
a rugby club and keep the girls occupied away
the social ills created by idle minds.

When former FIFA President Sepp Blatter once
famously said ‘the future of football is feminine’ He
might just as well have been speaking life to rugby.

was
with
form
from

Catherine Shurugwi is a school teacher at Alan
Redfern School in Plumtree. She grew up in
Mpopoma , Bulawayo where she actively
participated in school sports. She played netball ,
volleyball and took part in track and field Athletics.

This comes as 41 women have successfully
completed the face to face World Rugby Level one
coaching and match officiating courses.
The inspiration of the Unstoppables series run by
Rugby Africa has not gone unnoticed. The story of
ordinary girls and women who have made lasting
impressions on the women rugby landscape has
inspired a generation and beyond.
Zimbabwe Rugby President Aaron Jani and his
executive made a conscious and deliberate policy
decision to have every course held within the
country have a minimum quota of women attending,

Catherine Shurugwi
Zimbabwe Womens Rugby
Committee member

Being a sportsperson she has always enjoyed
watching football and rugby. She says , In 2016 In
2016 I was very fortunate l attended a rugby
officiating course at Plumtree school, from there I
started officiating school games through the
assistance of Simba Dangah. In 2017 I attended a
Zimbabwe Rugby Union
President Aaron Jani
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rugby coaching course. Knowledge Moyo and
Ruben Kumpasa encouraged me to be a coach.
My passion for rugby grew day by day. I became
very active in rugby. And in 2018 I coached Mat
South Naph rugby team. I am currently representing
women in the Mat South Rugby Board and also in
the Zimbabwe Women's Rugby Board.

My dream is to have better rugby players in
Plumtree. The community is accepting the
game.2019 we managed to organise a coaching
course which was fairly attended. In May this year a
coaching and officiating course was held at Plumtree
school 15 ladies and 8 gentlemen attended the
course.
Among the participants 15 were teachers. We are
targeting schools to help in building the rugby
family.
My wish is to have more girls in the game of rugby.
I have some Under-14s team both girls and boys.
I have managed to mobilize school leavers and we
have our own rugby club, Plumtree Queens and
Kings.

Referee’s Corner:
The Sin Bin
‘In the law we Trust’
Rugby has always been said to be a rowdy and
violent sport. Most people have needed a lot of
convincing to even take up the sport . The selling
point for most in rugby has been the fanfare, pomp
and pageantry associated with the sport and for some
is the belief and trust that the laws will protect them
from injuries and physical harm.

The aim is to occupy kids and stop them from
indulging into bad activities. We are aiming to have
better rugby players in our community. Coach
Francis is always available for assistance in
coaching.
I want to produce players like Robin Mhembere,
Melissa Ndlovu and others for girls rugby, Keith
Chiwara, Biselele Tshamala for men’s rugby. I want
to feed the national teams with players from
Plumtree.
I am looking forward to learn more on rugby and
pass on the knowledge to Plumtree community.
Many thanks to Zimbabwe Women's Rugby,
Zimbabwe Rugby Union, my family, Alan Redfern
Staff ,D Ncube Alan head, S Khumalo Plumtree
school head, Knowledge Moyo, Simba Dangah ,
Coach Ruben ,Tatenda Chitewe, Coach Francis,
Thembelani Ncube, Wonder just to mention a few
for the support always.

Such is the trust, that Trust Chizikani needed to
finally lace up and take up the sport. Trust Chizikani

◦
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born 18 July 1994 in Harare, is a top rugby referee
on the Zimbabwe Rugby Referees Premier Panel.

enjoyable and I trusted in that. I was recruited and l
have never looked back.

He says ‘Sport has always been a part of me as l
played most sports from Junior school to high
school. I played football, cricket, volleyball,
basketball, and athletics with rugby becoming the
ultimate winner.

In 2012 l got selected to play for Harare North
provincial team and it was a big boost. In 2013 l was
made the school’s vice captain.

We always had law sessions at school as a team to
improve on our laws understanding and game and
with time I began to referee some junior games at
school.

In 2012 as an A’ Level student at Mount Pleasant
High School, I was playing basketball when Talent
Gandiwa who was a player coach at that time
convinced me to try rugby. I was afraid to play the
sport, because all my brothers had played rugby in
school and had bruises and lacerations which they
proudly showed off with.
Talent convinced me that the laws and the referee

In 2015 l joined Mashonaland Rugby Referees
Society at the Dairibord Rugby Schools Festival but
l was not really serious about it. In 2016 finally

would always work to make the game safe and
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became serious and started refereeing some junior
school games and we would volunteer to referee the
Harare School Girls League. In 2017 I officiated at
my first international tournament the Driftwoods 7s

He says ‘My ambition is to officiate at the top level
and being part of the Rugby Africa Referees panel”.
In his study and application of the rugby laws he
believes and trusts that the sky is the limit.

tournament in Mombasa, Kenya. I was also awarded
the most improved referee that very year.

Join the Referees Society
Referees meet every Monday at
Harts eld Rugby Stadium, Bulawayo
and Prince Edward School Pavilion,
Harare at 1730hrs.

Some highlights of my career include:
• Dairibord Rugby Schools Festival;
• Zambia international 7s (2018 & 2019)
• Kwese 7s (2017, 2018, 2019);
• Red Arrows Independence cup (2019);
• Zambia vs Zimbabwe Assistant Referee (2019)
• Zimbabwe Super Six league semi-final (2019)
• Zambia league final Red Arrow vs Mufulira
(2019)
• Zimbabwe vs Zambia Assistant Referee1 (2021)

Off the field of play Trust is a Sales and Marketing
Executive and holds a Masters degree in Strategic
Management, a degree in Business Management and
a Diploma in Digital Marketing.
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