
 

Cheetahs went, saw and 
learnt.  

ITwas always going to be a tough call for Zimbabwe to squeeze through to the 2020 
Olympic Games from the grueling Repechage 
round of qualifiers that pits the runners-up from 
all the World Rugby Zones. 

But these are the Cheetahs and they tread where 
even angels fear to go and they not only flew the 

Zimbabwean flag at the 
Repechage games in 
Monaco in France but 
also carried the pride of 
Africa. And as coach 
Daniel Hondo and his 
Rookie outfit wound up 
their tour of France they 
will clearly not disgraced. 
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Instead they had seen and learnt and in keeping 
with the Zimbabwe Rugby Union’s vision, the 
seeds for the future had been sowed. 

Hondo, aware of the tough task of qualifying 
which the Repechage brought, chose to look at 
the bigger picture and used this tournament to 
build the next generation of the Cheetahs. 

But even as they arrived in Monaco, short on 
experience, Zimbabwe made their presence felt 
with a fine 21-0 opening day triumph over Mexico. 

And that the team that eventually secured the last 
men’s ticket to the Olympics Sevens Rugby 
tournament in Tokyo, came from the same pool 
that had Zimbabwe, puts into perspective the 
huge potential the Cheetahs exhibited during their 
Monaco sojourn. 

Yet the Cheetahs had booked a berth at the last 
Olympic qualification round of games by virtue of 
coming third in the Africa Cup behind the eventual 
winners and automatic qualifiers Kenya and 
Uganda at the Bosman Stadium in Johannesburg.  

Once Hondo made up his mind on the bigger 
picture the Cheetahs took a gusty and youthful 
squad to the Repechage games that had seven 
rookies. They were in Pool A with the highly 
fancied teams of Samoa, Tonga, Mexico and the 
eventual Repechage winners Ireland.  

After the triumph over Mexico, the Cheetahs came 
unstuck against the Irish who beat them 31-10 
with Zimbabwe paying the price a jittery start to 
the game during which they conceded 5 tries in 
the first half. 

That was before they got their act together in the 
second period and took the game to the Irish. 

  It was a similar tale against seasoned Samoa 
where they stuttered in the opening half but made 
the Pacific Ocean islanders sweat for their 33-7 
win. 

Just like they started the tournament, the 
Cheetahs went out with a bang as they ensured 
they took their Pool A qualification campaign bid 
to the end when following their second 
competition win via a 26-17 victory over Tonga. 

Despite bowing out of the Olympic race, Hondo 
liked what he saw. 

The former Zimbabwe international said the 
tournament offered him an opportunity to rebuild 
his side following the inclusion of new faces in the 
squad and he said he was even more impressed by 
the stellar individual performances from the 
experienced Kudzai Mashawi and Shingi Katsvere. 

He also reserved special mention for rookies Sam 
Phiri, Godknows Mavara whom he felt were 
among the top performers of the tournament 
along with the skipper Boyd Rouse who led from 
the front throughout the tournament. 

Rouse summed up the great feeling in the team by 
saying “... nothing compares to being back playing 
international teams at an amazing venue.” Rouse 
backed the rookie players in the team to succeed 
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in games to come after their promising showing at 
the Repechage. 

He added that the team chemistry and spirit was 
very good and the new players played with a lot 
of pride and heart. They were duty bound to give 
of their best and they did.  

Rouse was also proud to lead such a dynamic and 
determined  group of players.  

Results at a glance  

Zimbabwe Cheetahs  

vs Mexico (Won 21-0) 

vs Ireland (Lost 31-10) 

vs Samoa (Lost 33-7)u 

vs Tonga (Won 26-17) 
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Trouble Burukai appointed as the 
ZRU Researcher and Statistician  

The Zimbabwe Rugby Union Board, Executive 
and the Technical Committee, in accordance 
with the constitutional and operational 

guidelines which enable the Executive to appoint 
specific individuals to take on roles in matters of 
National interest to assist the Union, is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Trouble Burukai as the 
ZRU Researcher and Statistician. His appointment 
comes as the Union strives to invigorate its 
operations and optimize the representative teams’ 
and individual performances through modern rugby 
player performance assessment technologies.  

In his new role, Burukai will be a part of the 
Technical committee reporting to the CEO through 
the Chairperson of the Technical committee. He will 
be responsible for individual players and team 
pe r f o rmance s ana l y s i s , d a t a co l l e c t i on , 
interpretation, trend analysis, recording of training 
sessions and matches and the maintenance of player 
performances data base, among other related rugby 
performance analysts’ responsibilities.  

Burukai is an epidemiologist and BioStatistician by 
profession. He has been Head Coach for the MSU 
Titans  rugby team(2015-2017) with whom he won 
ZUSA Gold 2016, ZTISU Gold (2016-2017) and were 
Runners Up in the 2017 ZUSA games. He has been 
Head Coach for the Midlands Christian College U16 
team from 2017 to date. 

Trouble Burukai 
ZRU Researcher and Statistician 
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Zimbabwe Cheetahs 
Captain Boyd Rouse
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Nedbank bankrolls the 
Sables World Cup 
dream.  

N
edbank Zimbabwe, one of the leading 
financial institutions in Zimbabwe was 
unveiled as the headline sponsor of the 

Zimbabwe Senior Rugby team the Sables in their 
quest to qualify for the Rugby World Cup at a 
glamorous event held at Old Georgians Rugby 
Club. Nedbank pledged to sponsor the Sables 
ahead of the Sables participation in the Africa Cup 
group D in Tunisia.  

The Sables last appeared at the rugby World Cup 
in 1991 and the Sables are aiming to end their 
absence at the global showcase by qualifying for 
the World Cup in France in 2023. The Sables trust 
had gone into a marketing overdrive by launching 
the Sables auction and drive in November 2020 to 
pool resources together. The resources are to 
enable the technical team to bring in any of the 
players they want for the team, players plying 
their trades in foreign leagues and hold as many 
camps and warm up matches as they need.  

Nedbank Zimbabwe answered the clarion call by 
the Sables and unveiled an initial sponsorship 
package worth US$120 000. 

Nedbank Zimbabwe’s executive head sales and 
origination Heresy Herry said the commercial 
banking company, want to play a leading role in 
helping the Sables’ realise their goal of qualifying 
for the World Cup. 

“As we embark on the journey to qualify for the 
World Cup we want to be front and centre in 
terms of making that possible,” Herry said during 
the sponsorship unveiling ceremony at Old 
Georgians Sports Club in Harare.  
“One of the ways that we want to see a payback is 
firstly seeing what the guys put in-between the 
try lines, we are also going to be watching that 
keenly. Secondly, in terms of the qualifiers, it is 
our aspiration that you’re going to go full throttle 
and meet your objectives. Ultimately we also 
aspire to see rugby growing…we need to see 
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more in the formerly marginalised communities,” 
he said. 

Zimbabwe Rugby Union (ZRU) vice-president 
(north) Losson Mtongwiza said the sponsorship 
from Nedbank and some of their other partners is 
a sign of confidence in local rugby as a brand 
worth supporting. 

“This shows the confidence that Nedbank and the 
other brands that are around the Sables Trust 
have in not only the team but also in the 
Zimbabwe Rugby Union. It shows that we have a 
great product and we are very humbled by that,” 
he said. 

Seasoned rugby administrator Colleen de Jong, 
who chairs the Sables Trust, a special body 
constituted to secure sponsorship support for the 
team said: “It is a great honour to announce our 

partnership agreement with Nedbank, who will 
become the official banking partner of the Sables 
Trust. We are very grateful for their commitment 

and look forward to a long and mutually beneficial 
relationship that I hope will take us all the way to 
World Cup 2023. 
“In these very difficult times we are very 
overwhelmed by the constant financial support, 
encouragement and donations in cash and kind we 
have received to date. The performance and 
participation of the team and their coaches would 
simply not be possible without it. There has been 
a strong foundation built for the team and we look 
forward to seeing their success in the weeks to 
come.” 

The sponsorship by Nedbank Zimbabwe comes at 
a time when the Sables have been receiving 
generous support from local and foreign 
companies and individuals in their efforts to have 

ZRU Media and Publicity 6 media@zimbabwerugbyunion.co.zw

Sables Trust Chairperson  
Colleen Dejong

ZRU Vice President  
Losson Mtongwiza 



the best preparations ahead of the World Cup 
qualifiers. 

In addition to Nedbank, other companies who 
have backed the Sables in cash and kind ahead of 
the Africa Cup include apparel sponsors BLK, Total 
Fitness, Bearhug, Athstat, Agricon, Machinery 
Exchange, Chitembe River Lodge, Proton, Pepsi, 
Unifreight, Amabokoboko, Veldskoen, Food Lovers 
Market, Solutions Centre, Mr Spice, Kuva and 
Koala Meats. 

Find the video link for the NEDBANK Sponsorship 
unveiling ceremony :  
https://vimeo.com/556077751 

It’s Stallions first as 
Sables’ road to France 
2023 begins 

The long road for the Sables’ bid to end three 
decades of waiting to return to the World 
Cup showpiece has now been defined with 

Burkina Faso winning the Africa Cup Repechage 
which they hosted and joining Zimbabwe and 
Tunisia in Pool D. 

Zimbabwe get their long and arduous qualification 
campaign with a clash against the Burkina Faso 
Stallions. 

It is a rare battle between the Sables and the 
Stallions but one that has all the promises of a 
mouthwatering clash. 

After all the Stallions grabbed the spotlight when 
they emerged victorious in their match-up with 
Cameroon to decide who advanced to join 

Zimbabwe and hosts Tunisia for the July 9-17 
Africa Cup Pool D competition. 

Not since current coach Brendan Dawson and his 
class of 1991 featured at the World Cup in England 
has the Zimbabwean flag been flown at the 
showcase. 

And both coach Dawson and captain Hilton 
Mudariki are in such buoyant mood, they believe 
now is the time to end that long wait. 

Taking into cognizance the long road ahead, both 
coach and captain, however, want to focus on one 
game at a time and ensure they clear each hurdle. 

Burkina Faso’s success in the Repechage 
competition in which they beat Cameroon 17-13 in 
the final in Ouagadougou, also meant they 
replaced Morocco. 
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 Just like the Cheetahs, the Sables’ 2021 squad are 
a blend of youth and experience but there is no 
mistaking the ambition and the determination 
which is in the side that completed back to back 
victories over fighting Zambia at the Machinery 
Exchange stadium at Harare Sports Club on June 
5. 

Burkina Faso, Tunisia and Zimbabwe are now 
expected to battle it out for two slots for next 
year’s final qualification phase when they engage 
in the round-robin tournament in the resort town 
of Monastir. 

 "I think the victory is well-deserved and I wish 
the Burkina Faso team good luck for the future,” 
said Repechage tournament director Mostafa Jelti. 

On their part the Sables had been following the 
Repechage tournament in Burkina Faso with keen 
interest and they will now open their Pool D 
campaign in Monastir with a clash against the 
Stallions on July 13 before meeting Tunisia four 
days later. 

All the matches are taking place at the Stade 
Mustapha Ben Jannet. 

The Zimbabwean Sables Technical Team released 
s their Africa Cup squad for 2021.   

Women’s 
Rugby 

Zimbabwe 
Women 
Sables 
look 
beyond 
Zambia 
games.   

After a long COVID-19 induced hiatus, it was 
back to business for the Lady Sables and 
what better way to shake off the rust than 

two epic battles against perennial rivals and 
neighbours Zambia. 

The senior Women’s team were part of a rugby 
fiesta on June 2 and June 5 when three Zimbabwe 
national teams faced off against their Zambian 
opponents with the match-day programme on 
both days including the Under-20 and the Sables. 

It was the Zambia Women Eagles who triumphed 
in both games, opening their tour with a mid-
week 31-22 victory and completing the double 
with a 38-17 win. 

The Women Eagles who have developed an 
interesting rivalry with the Lady Sables now have 
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a four-match dominance over their Zimbabwean 
adversaries with their previous two meetings 
ending in identical 19-18 wins. 

For newly appointed Lady Sables head coach 
Munyaradzi Mhonda, it is the overall team 
showing that he was more concerned about and 
he revealed that he was happy with the team and 
its performance. 

Mhonda was particularly impressed by the young 
girls that are still in school who made their senior 
women debuts.  

He said the Battle of Zambezi series against 
Zambia gave him an opportunity to see all the 
players in a competitive environment and the 
individual and match fitness of the players was a 
cause for concern going forward to the July 
outgoing tour to Uganda.  

He said he will be trimming the squad to a 
travelling contingent in the days leading up to the 
departure for the East African country.  

Mhonda said going for the Uganda games he will 
be beefing up his squad with the players who 
were not available for various reasons for the 

Zambia games. Some of the players ply their trade 
in various leagues which include in South Africa, 
Poland and the United Kingdom.  

Tecla Jeri, the Women Sables Manager has 
declared a clean bill of health in the camp. She 
said the mood in camp is great with the players 
getting to know each other better both on and off 
the field 
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Referee’s Corner:  

-The Peace Keeper- 

Player and referee 
When two raging bulls fight there is an urgent 
need for an arbiter and in instance a peacemaker. 
A peacemaker who will stand firm and strong and 
ensure the two raging bulls fight fairly and a just 
resolution is attained.  
 

Such is the responsibility of a Zimbabwe Rugby 
Referee , Peace Sithole. Aptly named as she keeps 
the peace between two teams on the rugby field.  

The talented 25-year old Peace Sithole was born 
into an athletic family and was encouraged to be 
an athlete from a tender age in junior school. Her 
choice of high school was influenced by what 
sports the school offered and Vainona High school 
fit the mould perfectly.  

Peace is a strong jumper in the aerial tussles for 
the ball and quick off her mark. She is a good 
tackler and ball carrier , qualities that have made 
her a valuable member of both the national 
women’s sevens and fifteen teams.  

She chuckles when she looks back at how she 
became a rugby player and ultimately a referee. “ i 
started off playing soccer ,which i didn’t like much 
because i was playing as a substitute in every 
game or tournament, so i tried out for basketball 
and netball and in both I made the teams.” 

She says it was by chance that one afternoon 
when she was playing truant from sports that the 
rugby coach Shingirai Zhoya and his assistant was 
directing the truants to go to their sporting 
disciplines that he asked me to join his rugby team 
if I don’t like the sports I was doing then.  

“I reluctantly and out of curiosity agreed to attend 
his training... he was training for some tournament 
and he asked me to join the training. I was fit and 
fast and within a week of training I made the first 
team.  

Through rugby I made friends at Girls High school 
who convinced me to come and join their team 
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and I transferred to Girls High. Here we 
played more games and got more 
exposure. Some of my friends were playing 
for Harare Sports Club Cubs.  

“In 2014 I joined them and we were 
coached by Abigail Kawonza who was then the 
Women Cheetahs head coach. I worked hard and 
in 2016 I got my first National call up for Women 
Cheetahs and in 2017 I was selected for the World 
Cup qualifiers in Ireland.” 

“This was a life changing experience , as I got to 
understand a lot more about rugby and how it s 
played world wide. It was a great exposure and 
motivation for me and the team and we got 
exposed to what we needed to improve on as a 
team to win and more . 

Peace says she attended the Annual Dairibord 
Schools rugby festival to watch her former schools 
play and she interested to see young referees like 
her a firmer players like Precious Pazani refereeing 
as junior referees. 

She, then approached Walter Njowa who was in 
charge of junior referees that time as  to how she 
could join the society and she was invited to join 
the Mashonaland Rugby Referees Society. 

Njowa assigned a shadow referee to assist in her 
games. “I got inspired seeing other young 
upcoming referees Precious Pazani,Talent 
Gandiwa , Rumbidza i Chabveka , L i ssy  
Wasarirevhu getting good games”  

I started attending the weekly referees’ meetings 
and these played a big role in introducing me into 
being a referee and running touch.  

With time I improved and got appointed to 
officiate junior games. She says unlike her playing 
experience, refereeing was slow and needed more 
individual effort for one to become the top 
referee and she persevered. Peace says being a 

match official places psychomotor 
and cognitive pressures on the 

individual that sharpen your 
thinking skills under pressure, 
i m p r o v e s o n e ’ s 
communication skills, fairness, 
flexibility, confidence, even 
outside rugby.  

In 2018 she was selected to 
attend the Mpumalanga rugby 
educational camp, which did. 
She has also been nominated 

to take part in the Level Two match 
officiating course. 

Speaking about her future goals, Peace says: “I 
would like to officiate at the highest level of rugby 
and be part of the Africa referees panel, and if 
called upon I would still want to contribute to the 
country’s success on the field of play also as a 
player.  

Speaking of her future goals , Peace says “ I would 
like to officiate at the highest level of rugby and 
be part of the Africa referees panel, and if called 
upon I would still want to contribute to the 
country’s success on the field of play also as a 
player.  

Did you know?          

You can download the World 
Rugby law book at  
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                                                                                                  ZIMBABWE SABLES TEAM 2021 
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OBITUARIES 
EDSON ‘EDDIE’ 
SANDAKO 

Z imbabwe Rugby Union President 
Aaron Jani, His Executive and Board 
announced the sad news of passing 

on of the jovial, lovable and omnipresent 
Zimbabwe Rugby Union employee Mr Edson 
‘Eddie’ Sandako on the 31st of May 2021. 
Eddie’s death was untimely and a shock to  
many as he collapsed and passed on.  

Eddie joined the Zimbabwe Rugby Union on 
the 11th of March 2005 and has successfully 
served under several administrations.  

Condolence messages from the length and 
breadth of the Zimbabwe rugby community 
were received. Former administrators, players 
sent in their heartfelt condolences. Former 
ZRU CEO Blessing Chiutare said ... 

Former ZRU General Manager Grant 
Mitchell said... 

Former Sables captain Cleopas Makotose 
said... 

Ghana Rugby Coach Lovemore Kuzorera said... 

Cheetahs and Sables Stalwarts Tafadzwa 
Chitokwindo, Farai Mudariki and Ngoni 
Chibuwe said... 
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Former U20 Junior Sables Head Coach 
Brendon Brider said... 

ZRU Board members, players, past and 
present also weighed in with condolence 
messages.  
 

Eddie as he was affectionately known is 
survived by his spouse Claudia Chinzou 
and three children.  

We join his family and the Rugby community 
in celebrating his life and reflecting on his 
amazing contribution to Rugby.  MHDSRIEP   
Frank Putterill , the 
former  Zimbabwe 
Rugby Union President 
dies 
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Sables Photo 
Credit:  

Lucy Broderick 
Photography
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