
 

Sables advance to Africa Cup 
RWC 2023 Quarter Final 
qualifiers.  

A fter several weeks in camp, an incoming 
Zambia  Tour  for  the  Battle  of  the 
Zambezi , cancellation of Practise games 
in RSA and Portugal ,  the Sables finally 

got back on the park against the  Burkina Faso 
Stallions in the Pool D Africa Cup matches played 

at  Old  Georgians  Sports 
C lub  in  Harare .    
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Tunisia had initially been scheduled to host the Sables 
and Burkina Faso in Monastir with the top two placed 
nations progressing to next year’s knock-out stages of 
the Africa cup tournament which will serve as the final 
qualifier for the 2023 World Cup.

The  Zimbabwe  Sables  made  light  work  of  Burkina 
Faso in their opening Test of 2021, winning 101-3 in an 
entertaining but one sided Rugby Africa Cup Pool D 
encounter at Old Georgians Sports Club in Harare on 
the 18th of July.

Brendan Dawson’s charges, scored 16 unanswered tries 
with  the  quartet  of  wings  Matthew  MacNab  and 
Shingi Katsvere as well as forwards Cleopas Kundiona 
and  Aiden  Burnett  leading  the  way  with  a  brace  of 
tries each. 

The  Sables’  other  points  came  through  tries  from 
Tinotenda Mavesere, Keith Chiwara, Sebastian Roche, 
Deanne  Makoni,  Matthew  Mangongo  and  Shayne 
Makombe.  Chiwara  also  chipped  in  with  16  points 
from  the  boot  after  managing  to  slot  home  eight 
conversions while replacement scrum half also added 
eight  points  after  converting  four  out  of  as  many 
conversions.

The result was a momentous one for the Sables as it 
ranks as one of their biggest ever victories in recent 
memory  since  their  9  September  1996  (139-10)  win 
over Botswana.

The reverse fixture for the reformatted Pool D games 
saw Burkina Faso play Sables at Old Georgians on the 
23rd of July at the same venue and the Sables fielded an 
experimental  side  which  included  six  uncapped 
players,  New Zealand  based  outside  centre  Brandon 
Mudzekenyedzi,  inside  centre  Marcus  Nel,  fly-half 
Keith  Chiwara,  hooker  Deanne  Makoni,  lock  David 
Makamba and Sebastian Roche.

Sables coach Brendan Dawson made nine changes to 
the team that beat the same side 101-03 in the first 
match and his charges still walloped the Burkina Faso 
Stallions 95-5 in the second match of the Rugby Pool D 
match at Old Georgians Sports Club yesterday.

Burkina Faso coach Ouedraogo Cheick Hamidou said 
they  had  an  improvement  and  playing  against 
Zimbabwe gave them some lessons which they will use 
to  their  advantage  in  the  knock  out  stages  of  the 
Africa Cup next year.  
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"...the games were not good but we are happy that we 
managed to put up a fight although Zimbabwe did not 
give us much chance. We managed to keep on pressing 
on and now we going back and work on our techniques 
as a young team... We need more time to prepare for 
the  next  assignments.  We are  going  to  regroup  and 
make sure we have some of our players who missed out 
for  the  knock  out  phase  of  the  Africa  Cup,"  said 
Hamidou.

Brendon Mandivenga, the stand-in Zimbabwe captain, 
in the absence of Hilton Mudariki who was out due 
to an injury, said it was great to be back and lead 

the boys to a victory.
"I am very happy that I am back and being the captain 
of  a  winning  team  is  exciting.  I  think  we  need  to 
remain  focused  and  look  forward  to  the  coming  
games," said Mandivenga.

Sables  coach  Dawson  believes  there  is  still  a  lot  of 
work to be done as they were not more clinical.
"It  was  tough  being  in  camp for  six  weeks  without 
playing a game. It is difficult because of the pandemic 
but  we  managed  and  we  need  to  be  more  clinical 
upfront. We had some splendid tries and I think we 
will continue with the good form," said Dawson.
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John Ewing appointed Sevens 
Committee Chairman  

Former Zimbabwe Sevens and Sables player John Ewing has been 
appointed to be the Sevens Committee Chairman

The Sevens  Committee  is  a  Committee  that  is  responsible  for  pooling  of 
resources for the Zimbabwe Cheetahs team. The resources are for the welfare 
of  the  Cheetahs  players  and  brand.  The  committee  is  also  responsible  for 
organizing the Sevens series or league. 

John brings with him a wealth of experience as a former Sevens and Sables 
stalwart  having  represented  the  country  in  several  tournaments.  He  is  an 
astute business person with several business interests and linkages. This will 
put him in a good stead to steer corporate support for the Cheetahs team. 

The  Cheetahs  were  recently  given  the  green  light  to  resume training  and 
Practise  in  preparation  for  the  Hong  Kong  Cathay  Pacific  Sevens,  a 
tournament that is used as a qualification pathway for the HSBC World Seven series. 
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After the two game series the Sables manager Jason  
Maritz  said after  weeks in camp and the limitations 
imposed by the Covid regulations the team was happy 
to have had an opportunity to show their multitude of 
fans what they have been working on in camp and he 
said “...after the games the squad is going to break and 
go back and be with family  and friends before they 
reconvene for the possible end of year outgoing tours 
in preparation for the final qualifiers next year.

  

The die is cast, Sables 
to face the Ivory Coast 
Elephants in the RWC 
2023 qualifiers  

First they were twelve and now they are eight. After 
four weeks of grueling, entertaining and captivating 
Rugby Africa Cup action the stage is set for  the 
coruscating and exciting knock out qualifiers for the 
2023 Rugby World Cup set for next year. 

The Pool games provided so much of the edge of the 
seat drama, upsets, comebacks and thrills. In Pool A 
Namibia and Côte D’Ivoire emerged as the top two 
teams  

Pool B Results  

Pool C Results 

Pool D Results 

Zimbabwe Sables will now face the Elephants of 
Côte D’Ivoire with a mouth watering fixtures against 
Namibia lying in wait if the Sables overcome the 
Elephants of Côte D’Ivoire in the Quarterfinals at a 
venue yet to be decided by Rugby Africa.  

Brandon Dawson , the Sables Head Coach, who 
played at the World Cup in 1991 said he is 
“...looking forward to leading the team to the next 
stage of the qualifiers and hopefully take the team to 
the Rugby World Cup in France”.  

The winner of the Africa Cup in 2022 will join the 
hosts France, former World Champions New 
Zealand and Italy in Pool A. The runner up will go 
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for the repechage with runners up from other 
continental bodies.  

ZRU seal ‘historic’ 
partnership with Kuva 
THE  Zimbabwe  Rugby  Union  are  leaving  no 
stone unturned in their  drive to give the senior 
national  team,  the  Sables,  the  best  possible 
support  in  their  quest  to  qualify  for  the  2023 
Rugby World Cup in France.

In yet another show of confidence in the union 
from the  corporate  world,  they  welcomed  their 
latest partner — Kuva Local- to the growing list of 
sponsors of the game.

The Zimbabwean e-commerce startup is expected 
to provide an online platform for the purchase of 

Sables’  kit,  and regalia,  for those in the country 
and outside.

Speaking  at  the  unveiling  ceremony,  ZRU 
president  Aaron  Jani  called  this  partnership  a 
historic  event,  which is  likely  to  have  a  trickle-
down  effect  on  the  sport  as  a  whole  in  the 
country.

“Today  is  a  very  historic  day,  in  many  aspects,” 
said Jani.

“We are witnessing the union of two parties that 
are very motivated, two parties that are very goal 
oriented and have set their sights very high.
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“As Zimbabwe Rugby Union, we are excited about 
this development, because this partnership brings 
in many firsts for both the union and the sport.

“This  is  the  first  time  we  have  entered  into  a 
partnership with a company that has its footprint 
both in the region and internationally.

“We  also  have  a  situation  where  this  scenario 
creates a very unique platform, which cuts across 
the whole sector of our economy.

“It provides an opportunity for a gardener and a 
CEO to contribute to the Sables, all on the same 
platform.

“It then debunks this whole myth that rugby is an 
elitist sport,” Jani said.

The  ZRU  boss  revealed  that  this  particular 
partnership  is  not  confined  to  the  Sables  team 
only,  as plans are currently underway to use the 
application  as  and  when  the  Super  Six  rugby 
league returns.

Tickets, and the many replica kits of the various 
local franchises, will also be available for sale.

The  application  will  be  used  as  an  income-
generating source,  with people from all  parts  of 
the  world  able  to  make  goodwill  donations 
towards the Sables Trust and the union.

These  sentiments  were  echoed  by  Kuva  Local 
founder  and  chief  executive  officer,  James 
Saruchera.

“The  Squad  that  Brendan  Dawson  and  his 
technical team have assembled, under the auspices 
of the Sables, and the Zimbabwe Rugby Union, is 
in our opinion one of  the best  teams that  have 
been assembled in decades.

“It is also one of the most professional.

“And, it is actually these factors that motivated us 
to look at how we can not only support the team, 
but  also  look  at  how we  can  uplift  rugby  as  a 
whole in the country.

“To  do  this,  we  saw  that  there  are  some  

capabilities that we have that can help to engage 
not  only  people  in  Zimbabwe but  those around 
the world.

“What  this  application  enables  us  to  do  is 
mobilise support for the team from all  over the 
world, and give them ways in which they can play 
their part,” Saruchera said.

Find  the  v ideo  l ink  for  the  Kuva  Loca l  
Sponsorship unveiling ceremony : 
https://vimeo.com/567545780/e2ef904c98
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Women’s Rugby 
RUGBY A WAY OF LIFE FOR WOMEN 
SABLES PLAYER ; LINDIWE 
MUNERENYU 
Hard  tackling  Sables  Women’s  backline  player 
Lindiwe  Munerenyu  relishes  every  moment  she 
has  worn  her  Sables  jersey  and  run  out  to 
represent  the  country  and says  her  dream is  to  

qualify  with  the  team for  a  major  international 
tournament and to grow women’s participation in 
rugby in Zimbabwe. 

The  talented  Lindiwe  chuckles  as  she 
looks back at how she  was introduced to 
the  game  of  rugby  by  her  former  high 
school  Sports  Director  and  former 
Zimbabwe  Sables  Head  Coach  Cyprian 
‘Supa’ Mandenge. 

“I was an all round sportsperson at school as I 
played almost every sport the school offered. If 

Mandenge  had  not  introduced  Girls  rugby  at 
school I would played either football or basketball 
at club level” 

 Mandenge  introduced  girls  rugby  at  Eaglesvale 
school  where  Munerenyu  was  a  student  and  he 
sought out the talented athletes to join his team 
and she was one of the few that chose to be the 
pioneer girls rugby  players at Eaglesvale and the 
country. 

The enthusiasm of her coach,’Supa’ rubbed off on 
her and her passion for rugby developed and she 
was drafted into the senior women Sables team to 

play Zambia and she made her debut at the age of 
17. She was also part of the Women’s rugby team 
that went to Ireland for the World Cup qualifiers.  

While most of her teammates at school followed 
other paths, after school, Munerenyu decided to 

pursue the sport at university.  She enrolled 
at the Women’s University  where she says 
“... I really loved and still love the game but, 
as  a  woman,  there were few opportunities 
around and that is why I decided to start my 
own rugby academy just to play the game.” 

The rugby fraternity, much to her surprise, 
embraced the project.

“I got so much support and I enjoyed it. It was 
hard at first but, as time moved on, we started to 
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get some recognition.”

That  was  when  she  approached  former  Old 
Georgians  director  of  rugby  and  coach,  Grant 
Mitchell", with an idea of introducing a ladies side 
at the club.

It was great timing as her ideas were aligned to 
our vision of growth said Mitchell. 

‘‘We had just set up our Under-21 structures and 
we were in the process of  developing the ladies 
section.

“In January 2018, we had our first intake of ladies 
and, alongside the rugby club committee, Lindiwe 
drove the recruitment process to grow the section 
and her passion to grow ladies rugby was evident 
from the onset” 

“Not only  was she a  club administrator  but  she 
also proved to be a good player.

‘ ‘Lindiwe  was  a  part  of  the  first  ever  Old 
Georgians ladies rugby team that played a historic 
match against Harare Sports Club ladies on Friday 
11th May 2018 on a cold winter night under coach, 
Sykes Sibanda, which was captained by Michelle 
Chavundura.”
Since making her top-flight debut, Munerenyu has 
also been a key member of the Lady Cheetahs and 
Lady  Sables.  She  credits  her  coaches  Cyprian 
Mandenge,  Nsikelelo  Sibanda,  Abigail  Kawonza, 
Tabetha  Ntini  and  Joan  Murembwe  for  her 
development as a player. 

In 2019 she won the Women’s Rugby League’s best 
back liner Award. She is currently in charge of the 
Women’s Rugby section at Old Georgians Rugby 
club.  She  also  is  a  Women  Sables  player.  She 
mentors young girls at Old Georgians rugby club 
and  helps  them  out  through  career  guidance 
sessions.  

To  sharpen  her  administration  skills  Lindiwe 
worked for the Zimbabwe Rugby Union for her 
industrial attachment at varsity. She subsequently 
worked as the ZRU administrator. 

Speaking  of  her  future  goals  ,  Lindiwe  says  “  I 
would  like  to  play  for  Women Sables  for  a  few 
more  years  and  also  help  identify  and  nurture 
more female rugby players through the club rugby 
system. 
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Referee’s Corner:  

- Shingirai David 
Zhoya 

- Perseverance - 
Shingirai  (which  means  Perseverance)  David 
Zhoya, born on the 19th of March 1991 in Harare 
is  a  level  two  Zimbabwe  Rugby  Referee  and  a 
former Zimbabwe U23 assistant coach. 

Shingie  chuckles  when  he  recounts  how he  got 
into  match  officiating.   He  says  he  was  a 
sportsperson from Junior school where he played 
hockey, rugby, volleyball and cricket at North Park 

school. He continued playing rugby and basketball 
into high school at  Vainona High School. 

He said “...injury during a game took me out of 
the  game just  when  I  had  broken  into  Vainona 
first team as a form three lad after being made the 
U16 captain... during the two year layoff I stated 
helping out with the juniors and officiating their 
games.” 

He says his love for the game is him return to play 
in his  final  school  year  and thereafter  he joined 
Harare Sports Club rugby sevens team where he 
played  with  some  of  Modern  day  greats  of  the 
game such as Tangai ‘too bad’ Nemadire, Former 
Cheetahs skipper Stephan Hunduza and Lenience 

Tambwera. 

He then worked as a coach at Vainona school 
from  2011  to  2019  where  he  coached 
basketball and rugby. He is credited as being 
one of the pioneer school girls rugby where 
he  coached  Vainona  girls  to  five  national 
schools championships. 

His burning desire to stay top saw him enrol for  
the  World  Rugby  courses  in  Coaching  and 
officiating. He credits his knowledge of the laws  
and experience as  a  referee as  being behind his 
run of success as a coach as his team played to the 
laws. 

He formally joined the Referees society in 2016 as 
a way of keeping abreast with developments in the 
game. His exploits with the Vainona girls did not 
go  unnoticed  as  he  was  appointed  as  thep 
Zimbabwe  U23  assistant  coach  in  2017  to  play 
Zambia and Botswana, games which his team won. 
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He  has  officiated  at  several  tournaments  and 
festivals and some big school boy games. Of note 
he has officiated in:  
The Dairibord Schools Rugby Festivals
International Kwese Sevens tournament 2017

Zimbabwe U20 v Zambia U20 Assistant Referee
Zambia League Final Assistant Referee
Zimbabwe Women v RSA Women Asst Referee
Zimbabwe Super Six Semi final Assistant Referee

Today Shingie is a top panel referee who dreams 
of one day joining the Elite Rugby Africa Panel of 
referees.  He  draws  his  inspiration  from  the 
legendary  referees  such  as  Wayne  Barnes  and 
Nigel Owens. 

Off the field Shingie is a warehouse planner with 
the Innscor distribution company. He spends his 
free time with his son MJ and wife Ashley 

Zimbabwe Referees go 
on Rugby Africa Duty  

Zimbabwe Rugby Match officials have picked up 
from where they left before the Covid-19 induced 
lockdown in March of 2020, with several officials 
being  appointed  to  officiate  in  international 
matches across the length and breadth of Africa. 

The  match  officials  that  were  appointed  are 
Mudiwa Mundawarara, Abigail Kawonza, Precious 
Pazani and Talent Gandiwa .

Mudiwa Mundawarara  is  Rugby Africa’s  Referee 
manager and with all the games being played his 
sole responsibility is to manage the referees and 
their appointments across the games. 

Abigail  Kawonza  is  a  World  Rugby  accredited 
Citing Commissioner and was recently appointed 
to be a citing Commissioner at the Rugby Africa 
U20 Barthes  Trophy in  Nairobi,Kenya from the 
26th of June to the 4th of July. 

Talent  Gandiwa,  was  appointed  to  officiate  the 
Group  C  games  in  Kampala  as  Centre  referee 
from the 3rd of July to the 11th of July in Kampala, 
Uganda. His next appointment is in Abidjan, Cote 
D’Ivorie from the 12th to the 19th of July. 
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Talent will  run touch for Precious at the Rugby 
World Cup Qualifiers between Kenya women and 
and Colombia women in Nairobi,  Kenya on the 
25th of August. 

Precious was appointed for the Rugby Africa U20 
Barthes trophy held in Nairobi, Kenya from the 
26th  of  June  to  the  4th  of  July.  Her  next 
appointment  was  in  Abidjan,  Cote  D’Ivoire  for 
the Group A games from the 3rd to the 11th of 
July. 

Precious  has  continued  to  rise  the  refereeing 
ladder and was then appointed by World Rugby 
for  the  Rugby  World  Cup  qualifiers  between 
Kenya and Colombia on the 25th of August as the 
Centre  referee  assisted  by  Ugandan  top  referee 
Saudah Adiru and compatriot Talent Gandiwa.  

ZRU and BMRFB bury 
hatchet  

The  Zimbabwe  Rugby  Union  has  taken 
advantage of the COVID-19 induced hiatus to 
reinvigorate and align its structures with the 
Constitution by engaging all stakeholders for  
the development of rugby in provinces and in 
the country. 

The  ZRU resolved  to  engage  the  Bulawayo 
metropolitan rugby football board with a view 
of mending bridges and reviving rugby in the 
Province. 

The  parties  have  s ince  resolved  their 
differences. They have agreed in principle to 
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work  together  on  a  comprehensive  plan  to 
engage  all  stakeholders  and  the  corporate 
world as they embark on this drive. 

ZRU President Aaron Jani said he has ‘...high 
hopes  that  once  the  lockdown  is  over, 
Bulawayo will once again be the hive of rugby 
activity.”

This was echoed by BMRFB Chairman Craig 
Change who said his board ‘... will work with 
the Union in reviving and developing rugby in 
the Province and the country through fruitful 
engagements.’

Obituaries  

Tony Mitchell 

The Zimbabwean Rugby Union President Aaron 
Jani, his Executive committee and the Board are 
sad to announce the death of former Zimbabwe 

Cheetahs benefactor Mr Tony Mitchell, father to 
former Cheetahs stalwart and former Zimbabwe 
Rugby Union General Manager , Grant Mitchell.  

Tony Mitchell was a staunch rugby supporter 
who generously gave of his time and resources 
to the Zimbabwe Cheetahs and Old Georgians 
rugby club.   

He attended over 150 club matches and was 
widely regarded as Old Georgians number #1 
supporter for over 21 years.  

He will be remembered as a gentle giant who 
was passionate about rugby in particular OG’s 
and the Zimbabwe Cheetahs whom he provided 
with a full board camping venue and followed 
the team on countless international tours.  

Rugby gave him purpose and passion, a passion 
he shared with his family and the rugby 
community.  

We join his family and the rugby community in 
remembering a gentle giant in celebrating his 
life and reflecting on his amazing contribution to 
the game of rugby and the Zimbabwe Cheetahs.  
May the family and friends be comforted at this 
sad time. May their souls rest in everlasting 
peace.  
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