
 

ZRU ramp up efforts to grow 
Women’s Rugby and Sables  

The Women Sables’s return to competitive rugby 
on the continent has had two false starts as they 
have been four successive defeats by Zambia and 
Uganda. 

A deeper matrix of reasons exists that has seen 
our pride and jewels the Women Sables falter in 
four starts. 

The  last  4  games  whilst  
reading  a  disappointing 
score board, have been an 
awakening  for  the  rugby 
and general  sports  lovers 
a s  a  i t  r e ign i ted  the 
debate on the factors that 
inh ib i t  women’s 
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participation in sports in the pre COVID-19 and 
post Covid times. 

The Women’s Rugby Committee Chairperson Ms 
Abigail  Mnikwa said she and her committee are 
fully  cognisant  of  the  challenges  the  Women 
Sables are facing and they have gone back to the 
drawing board to stem the bad run of results by 
instituting  short  term and long  term mitigation 
measures. 

In the immediate and short term, she said “ we are 
looking to increase women participation in rugby 
by  intensifying  our  recruitment  drive  in  the 
schools and have more schools playing rugby”.  

She said plans are at an advanced stage to set up a 
High performance squad for both versions of the 
game fifteens and sevens. This will see the players 
playing rugby throughout the year and their diet 
and skills constantly refined and fine tuned to the 
style of play of the team. 

Godwin  Murambiwa  the   Head  of  the  Union 
technical  committee  conceded  that  the  women   
Sables results have thus far not been impressive. 
He urged the technical  team to  introspect and 
have a holistic appreciation of the girl child and 
her opportunity to learn skill sets in rugby. 

Murambiwa highlighted the endemic factors that 
impinge on the girl  child as she transitions into 
adulthood and the ‘archaic’  traditional  pressures 
of  early  marriages.  He  bemoaned  the  prevalent 
traditional practise of marrying off  the girl child 
early as this limits if not extinguish any embers of 
hope  of  advancement  in  her  chosen  sport.  He 
urged parents and the communities  to keep the 
girl child in school and offer alternative sources of 
employment such as sport. 

He  sa id  the  ear l y  chi ld  pregnancies  and 
subsequent early marriages are taking away some 
of the rugby talent from the fields too soon. He 
said this is compounded by the fact that “...from a 
tender  age  the  girl  child  has  lacked  access  to 
opportunities  to  play  rugby  as  it  has  been  
perceived  to be a dangerous sport”.

He added that  the  social  stigma,  discrimination 
based on the real or perceived sexual orientation 
and  gender  identity  of  women  in  rugby  also 
discouraged  the  talented  players  from pursuing 
their rugby careers.

He added that the  retention of women in rugby 
has also been affected by the decreased quality of 
experience  for  the  women.   He  said  quality, 
trained coaches are lacking in most communities, 
a situation he said the Union is dealing with. 

The  Union  has  as  instituted  deliberate  and 
conscious  efforts  to  capacity  build  within  the 
women folk by having a minimum of 30%  of all 
Rugby course participants being women. 

He bemoaned the lack of positive role models  as 
having  adversely  affected  the  growth  and 
attraction  of  women  to  rugby  in  the  country. 
“  The role  models  are  few and far  in  between”, 
said  Murambiwa.  He praised the  Rugby Africa’s 
Unstoppables series as it made many realize just 
how women of  courage in  rugby they were and 
how they broke and were  breaking barriers  and 
scaling  the dizzy  heights  of  rugby in  their  local 
communities, region and Africa and the world. 

With such a prognosis for the women game given 
these  debilitating  factors  that  militate  against 
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women’s participation in rugby,  the President of 
the Zimbabwe Rugby Union Aaron Jani  has set up 
a  scholarship  programme  for  young  women  in 
rugby across the country. 

The girls  will  be selected through the provinces 
and seconded to the national team coaches. Their 
tuition fees and sanitary ware requirements will be 
catered for under the scholarship programme.  

Those  who have  finished  school  will  have  their 
tertiary  education  fees  paid  for  and  some 
corporates friendly to the rugby community have 
been approached to offer internship opportunities 
to the women in rugby. 

 He urged parents and guardians to support the 
girl child in her sporting career just as they would 
the boy child. 

He said through the ZRU training and education 
workforce,  all  World  Rugby courses  held  within 
the ambit of the ZRU must have no less than 30% 
of the participants as women. 

All Senior men’s teams must have a women’s team 
that will play in the women’s section of the league 
and  the  men’s  sides  will  co-opt  the  women 
coaches into their coaching ranks and coach with 
them so they improve on their coaching skills. 

Murambiwa  reiterated  that  the  more  rugby 
quality experiences by experienced coaches,  the 
women are given on the field the better they will 
become and the more they will be enticed to 
play and stay in the game for longer. 

The  women’s  game  needs  a  concerted  and 
multi  sectoral  involvement  to  shrug  off  the 

constraints the women face in taking up sport and 
rugby. The more women participate in sports and 
rugby in particular the larger the pool we will have 
to select the National team players from. 

Player Profile 

Cleopas Jnr 
Kundiona 

He has been called the gentle giant of the Sables 
team. Ever smiling Cleopas Jnr Kundiona is a man 
of steel on the field wearing the Sables jersey 
number 3. The 22 year old Sables tighthead prop 
weighs in at 120kg and towers at 183cm.  

He has been capped seven times by the Sables. He 
says he took to rugby in his first year of high school 
at Falcon College in Esigodini South East of 

Bulawayo, he spent the last three of his 6-year high 
school career in the First XV and captaining the side 
in 2017. 

On leaving school Cleopas was contracted for both 
the Cell C Sharks junior and the senior teams over a 
period of two and half years, rubbing shoulders with 

Springbok players like S’busiso Nkosi, Ox Nche 
and Lukanyo Am. 

The environment was challenging but he 
reckons the experience was well worth it as 

it made him appreciate the work he had to put 
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in to play at the top of his game. 

Turning to the Sables and the campaign for Rugby 
Africa glory and the Rugby World Cup ,Cleopas said 
the Sables squad is in a good space despite the Covid 
-19 induced lockdown setbacks. He added that  the 

ZRU through the Sables Trust and team management 
is leaving no stone unturned in their quest to make 
the France 2023 World Cup dream a reality.  

The training infrastructure, food and dietary 
supplementation and salaries were commensurate 
with professional standards and that was extra 
motivation for the players. 

Cleopas had nothing but praise and respect for the 
head coach Brandon Dawson and the Manager Jason 
Maritz, who he says have made the Sables team set 

up into a professional outfit and inculcated into the 
team pride, prestige and Honour to don the hooped 
Green and white Sables Jersey.  

He says the Sables are reconciled on the work that is 
still to be done and relish the opportunity to end the 

32 year World Cup appearance drought streak 

Talking about his future, Cleopas says a rugby player 
is not guaranteed a long career. He talked about the 
importance of players to learn to shape their pathway 
to financial freedom whilst pursuing their 
professional rugby career. He has started farming in 
his home town of Marondera and runs a piggery 
project that is showing good signs of growth. 

His immediate goal is to training and stay fit for 
national team matches that will be played towards 
the end of the year and to work towards the Sables 
realization of the France World Cup 2023 dream.  
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Referee’s Corner:  
ZRRS Referees 
handle women 
World Cup 
Qualifier 

Zimbabwe Referees go 
on World Rugby Duty  

Top  Zimbabwe  female  rugby  referee,  Precious  
Pazani took charge of the women’s Rugby World 
Cup  qualifier  between  Kenya  and  Colombia  at 

Nyayo National Stadium in Nairobi on the 25th of 
August.
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ZRU In Data collection drive from all stakeholders  

The Zimbabwe Rugby union has launched a data collection programme to get all  Rugby players,  coaches, 
referees and administrators in Zimbabwe registered. The Programme 
is spearheaded by the Unions Researcher and Statistician Mr Trouble 
Burukai. 

Burukai said the data collection programme will assist the Union in 
tracking the career of a rugby player from high school to club and 
national teams. The data collected will also assist the selectors have 
background information on players. It will  also assist the union in 
determining  the  needs  of  the  various  stakeholders  for  resource 
allocation and deployment of rugby personnel such as Development 
Officers, match officials and  coaches. 

Once all our players, coaches and other administrators are registered 
this  will  enable  growth  and  development  in  Zimbabwe rugby.  He 
added that “ once we have captured all the key stakeholders we will 
be rolling out a player performance analysis programme, which will 
be  used  by  schools,  tertiary  colleges,  clubs  and  senior  national 
teams.”

All players and stakeholders are encouraged to register by completing the following forms 

1. Used for Player Registration - https://bit.ly/ZimbabweSeniorPlayers

2. Used for Workforce involved - https://bit.ly/ZimbabweWorkforce

Trouble Burukai 
ZRU Statistician and Researcher

https://bit.ly/ZimbabweWorkforce


The  fixture  was  originally  set  for  18  April  2021 
before being postponed in support of the Kenyan 
Government’s precautionary measures to protect 
public  health  against  the  Covid-19  pandemic 
which ravaged local and international sport.
She  was  assisted  by  top  Zimbabwean  referee 
Talent Gandiwa and top Ugandan Referee Saudah 
Jamilah Adiru as her Assistant Referees. 

 Mudiwa  Mundawarara,  a  retired  Zimbabwean 
referee was at the same match in his capacity as 
Rugby Africa’s referees manager.

In  the  last  two  months  the  quartet  of  rugby 
officials   have  handled  matches  at  the  Rugby 
Africa pool Stages across the length and breadth 
of Africa. 

The 2021 Rugby World Cup is scheduled to be the 
ninth edition of the Rugby World Cup for women, 
to  be  held  in  New  Zealand  in  the  cities  of 
Auckland and Whangārei. It was originally to be 
held in 2021, but was officially postponed by a year 
in March 2021 due to Covid-19 and will now take 
place from 8 October to 12 November 2022.

Photo Credit: Kenya Rugby Union/Arigi Obiero

Join the Zimbabwe 
Rugby Referees 

Society 

Referees meet every Monday 
at Hartsfield Rugby Stadium, 
Bulawayo and Prince Edward 

School Pavilion, Harare at 
1730hrs. 
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News in Brief 

CROUCH-BIND-SET 
COACH SUPA  CHOOSES HIS SCRUM PARTNER 

Former  Sables  Head  Coach.  Cyprian  ‘Supa  ’ 
Mandenge  recently  tied  the  knot  with  his  long 
time partner Primrose Baison at a glittering event 
held  in  Harare  recent.  The  Zimbabwe  Rugby 
Union  and  the  rugby  community  would  like  to 
wish  Coach Supa  and his wife Primrose  a blessed 
Union. 

COOKE IN RA JUDGING PANEL 
Zimbabwe Cheetahs Manager Keegan Cooke is on the 

Judging panel of the Rugby Africa Media and 
Photography Awards.

Details: bit.ly/3jyrnjJ

FORMER JUNIOR SABLES STAR MATTHEW 
OWORU CALLED UP FOR CANADA SEVENS. 

Former  Zimbabwe  Junior  U18  and  U20’s  Sables 
star  Matthew  Oworu  popularly  known  as  the 
Bone Collector was recently selected to be part of 
the  13  man  squad  to  represent   Canada  Sevens 
Senior team in Vancouver and Edmonton. 

THEO GOREDEMA JOINS THE TREK NORTH  
Zimbabwe  Cheetahs  Speedstar  Theo  Goredema 
signed to play for Mufulira Leopards Rugby Club 
in  the  Zambian  Premier  League.  He  played  for 
Matabeleland Warriors in Zimbabwe and featured 
several times for the Zimbabwe Goshawks before 
breaking into the Cheetahs  mould. 
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Cyprian Mandenge and his bride 
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SABLES NGONI CHIBUWE PUTS UP A MAN OF 
THE MATCH DISPLAY 

Sables   and  Cheetahs  strongman  Ngoni  ‘Stone’ 
Chibuwe   continues  to  put  up  master  class 
displays  for his Club Steaua in Romania with a 
man of the match performance against Timisoara

RUGBY AFRICA RWC QUALIFIERS TO BE 
PLAYED IN FRANCE 

 

In  what  most  Anglophone  countries  see  as  a 
victory  for  the  Francophone  countries  in  the 
RWC qualifiers  the Rugby Africa Executive has 
granted  France  the  hosting  rights  for  the 
knockout rounds of  the African RWC qualifiers 
in 2022. 

The venue is seen as a neutral venue for all  the 
countries playing in the qualifiers. 

Several African countries had made hosting bids 
which  were  ultimately  unsuccessful  as  France 
opted  to  take  care  of  all  the  related  costs  of 
hosting such a huge tournament, a situation that 
allows  Rugby  Africa  to  have  more  funds  for 
developmental  projects  and  tournaments  within 
Africa. 

MUCHENU COMMITS TO THE SABLES  

Former  Zimbabwe  Youth  international  Tinashe 
Muchena says he is ready to snub an opportunity 
to play for the USA Eagles in order to play walk in 
his  fathers  shoes  and  play  for  Zimbabwe  ,  his 
country of birth. 
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Muchena  became  the  first  Zimbabwean  rugby 
player  to  earn  a  progressional  contract  with 
Houston  SaberCats  who are  coached  by  former 
Springboks coach Heyneke Meyer. 

He  revealed  that  the  USA Eagles  had  recently 
approached him with a view of having him turn 
out for them and was added to a larger pool group 
chat for prospective players, but he says his heart 
is with the Sables and his country of birth having 
played for the Junior Sables from U14 to the U20 
Junior Sables. 
Credit; Daniel Nhakaniso Standard Sport 

NYAMUTSAMBA APPOINTED BMRFB DIRECTOR 
OF RUGBY 
FORMER Zimbabwe national rugby sevens head 
coach  Gilbert  Nyamutsamba  was  recently 
appointed  director  of  rugby  for  the  Bulawayo 
Metropolitan Rugby Football Board (BMRFB) as 
the  province  looks  to  strengthen  its  structures 
ahead of the sport's  resumption after the Covid 
-19 induced hiatus. 

He  has  led  the  Cheetahs  twice  to  Africa  Cup 
Sevens glory and the two World Cup tournaments 
in 2013 and 2019 among many other achievements. 

ZRU TAKE LEADING ROLE IN VACCINATION 
DRIVE 
The  Zimbabwe  Rugby  Union,  has  joined  hands 
with  the  Sports  and  Recreation  Commission, 
Ministry  of  Sports  and  Government  in  the 
campaign to urge all Zimbabweans to go and get 
vaccinated.

Sables  head  coach,  Brendan  Dawson,  urged 
stakeholders  in  the  sports  industry  to  take  the 
Covid-19 vaccination seriously.

The  53-year-old  tactician,  who  is  leading  the 
Sables in a quest for the 2023 Rugby World Cup 
qualification,  said  he  believes  in  the  power  of 
vaccines “The sooner we get herd immunity, the 
sooner  we  can  all  get  back  to  the  training  and 
playing fields and stands to cheer on our flagship 
team’s” 

FRANCE 2023 WORLD CUP RUGBY BALLS 
DESIGN RELEASED  
World  Rugby  and  the  France  World  cup  2023  
organizers have unveiled the design of the ball to 
be used at the global rugby showpiece to be held 
in France 2023. the balls are supplied by Gilbert 
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The  mobius  graphics  of  the  RWC  2023  ball 
represent connection and daring tradition, and on 
the  ball  are  included  all  10  host  city  mobius 
graphics.

As is traditional for all  elite Gilbert rugby balls, 
they  have  ensured a  solid  colour  is  included on 
either end of the ball, ensuring players have a key 
point of colour reference when rotating the ball.

The  striking  design  includes  the  official  colours 
designed by tournament organisers,  France 2023, 
with  the  official event  mark  and  official 
tournament hashtag #RWC2023   included on 2 
panels.  As  the  finishing  touch,  we  have  also 
included the iconic RWC Webb Ellis trophy icon 
on either end of the ball.

Source ; gilbertrugby.com 

CLEOPAS KUNDIONA SIGNS FOR FRENCH CLUB  
Sables Prop Cleopas Kundiona this month signed 
for  French  rugby  union  club  Stade  Olympique  
Chamberien. SOC rugby club is from the city of 
Chambers,  Savoie.  They  play  in  the  National, 
third tier of the French League system. 

He has been contracted for the 2021-2022 season

2021- 
Zimbabwe Sables
Stade Olympique Chamberien SOC (France)

2019 - 2020

Natal Sharks (Currie Cup Squad)
2018 - 2019
Natal Sharks (U21 Currie Cup), Zimbabwe 
Academy (Supersport Challenge)
2017 - 2018
Zimbabwe (Rugby Africa Gold Cup), Zimbabwe 
U20 (Barthes Trophy)
2016 - 2017
Zimbabwe (U18 Craven Week)
2015 - 2016
Zimbabwe (U18 Craven Week)

Photo credits; Area 46
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